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I. Introduction

, The purpose of this research paper is to make an inquiry into the nature and causes.-
of droup-outs in higher education in Nepal in the area of social sciences. This paper has been
divided into four sections. The first section gives an introductory remarks on the concept of
';Léﬁigher education with reference to the higher education drop-outs in Nepal. The secbnd section
deals with the method of the study where as the third section basically gives the analysis and.
interpretation of data collected from the field survey. Finally Section four highlighls the

fatnre, causes of drop-outs and some suggested measures to deal with the problem.
‘Dynamics of Education and Development:

The relationship between education and development is not a new discovery. Educa-:

tfon is the most important factor in achieving rapid development and technological progress and

b
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in creating a'social order founded on values of freedom, social justice and equal opoortunity.i
- Education can be viewed as an instrument for change with a dual function. ““It is to change the
society by breaking through its crust of outmoded traditions, salvaging its inner values and
revitalizing its life impluse with selected values from the modern world; it is to change itseif in
structufe, becoming abundant, efficient, and productive and a part of the main stream of the

world’s growing knowledge.”«

The aspiration for development in most of the developing countries is constantiy
threatened by continued hunger, diéease, illiteracy and malnutration. They are currently fighting
a great war against poverty. No theraphy except better education can lead to destinztion of
progress and  prosperity. With the introduction of anew concert of “Human Capital”, buman
resource has been considered as the wealth of nations. Just as an econ: my can achieve a higher
le el of gross national product (GNP) by technological advances which improve physical capital
in another way an economy can also improve its human capital and increase GNP.3 Humun
capital can be improved by formal education, on the job training, fuller information about job

opportunities, migration and better health care.

The direct link between education and development exists only when the national
system of education is properly organised from both qualitative and quantitative points of viewns,
. “History shows numerous instances where small social groups and elite have used education as
a prerogative of their rule and as a tool for maintaining their hegemony and perpetuating the
value upon which it has rested”« In Nepal, with a view to achieve social and national integra~
tion, in 1971 a National Education system plan (NESP) had been put into application to accele-
rate the process of modernisation and cultivate social, moral and spritual values. This wa: a
landmark in the educational history of Nepalbalthough its success or failure might be a climax of

controversy among planners, theoreticians and politicians of the country.

H Third five Year Plan of India (19612-66), p. 573.

2. Muhammad Shamsul Hug, Education, Manpower and Development in South and South east Asia (Praeger
Publishers, 1975), p 3.

Jakubauskas and Palom ba, Manpower Economics (Addiscn-Wesley, 1973), p. 14.

4. Educational and National Development—report of the education commission 1964-66 (New Delhi,
1966), p. 5. '
1
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1.2 Conceptual Eackground;

In developing countries, there is always a crisis in education. The crisis is followed
by disequilibrium between social demand and supply of human capital. This conflict has taken
various forms, such as growth in the number of educational institutions, overcrowded clagsrooms
within the educational system, competitive and restricted admissions, double shift schools or
campuses, redesigned curricula, and new courses to meet the demand for new skills. The present

educational system in most of the developing nations is bound up with the following problems:
1- Quantitative expansion versus quality;

2. The challenge of resource gap;
3. Disparity in education; and

4. The staggering problem of wastage.

With the rapid increase in population very little qualitative change is possible in any
educational éystem rather more attention given to quantitative expansion. The educational burden
in developing country is also very heavy. There is always a serious problem of resource gap.
According to one estimate the resource gap in Nepal will amount nearly Rs. 2 billion during the
period 1979/80; where as regular expenditure on education is only 2.24%, 2.50%, 2.26% of the
total budget in 1961/62, 1969/70 and 1976/77 respectively.5 The gap between needs and resources
hanunt all developing countries, and in view of the deepening crisis in education and development,
this question is naturally agitating the minds of planners. There must be subtantial additions of
educationa! expenditurcs to upgrade the quality of the teaching personnel, school and campus
buildings, equiment aud libraries. The Problem of financing educationa] development with limited
tesources has become major impediment to faster progress.6 Moreover, the resource gap affects
all the sectors in the economy. The cost of education has also become the higest in developing
countries. Socially and economically disadvantaged groups are always lagged beligd i

educational opportunities.

5. Bhawani Dhugana and others, An analysis of Tax structure of Nepal (Kathmandu CEDA: 1878),

Appendix No. 3.

6, Muhammad Samsul Hug op. cit, footnote 2, p. 12.
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Above all, the problem of wastage (Drop-outs and repeaters) in sducation is one of
-the most serious and persistent' problems in most of the underdeveloped countries and is indica-
~tive of the “low productivity” of the education system. This creates waste of human and financial
‘resources to a staggering-magnitude. The size of drop-outs existing in developing countries is so-
gréat that the cost of education is raised by about three to four times the basic cost which

.otherwise would have been incurred.7

The high incidence of wastage and stagnation in our educational institutions has-
-posed social and economic problems at the local and national Ievel. Fducationists, politicians,

parents and teachers have voiced from time to time this problem.

‘Drop-out Sitution in Nepal:

This study is primarily concentrated on the analysis of the drop-outs in higher edu-
_cation with reference to the Institute of Humaoities and Social Science (IOHSS). Since drop-out

is one of the parameters of wastage, rapidly increasing drop-outs will have adverse effect on the

-society in various aspects. It can devalue the importance of present educational system.8

- This most bewildering factis that the large number of students withdraw from
studies before completing the particular educational cycle for which they enroll themselves.
Equally remarkable incident is that the Indian Universities have attracted the attention of many

Nepalese students in pursuit of higher learning. The annual number, if not exaggeration, exceeds

|40,000.9 The magnitude of capital flight is also beyound calculation.

Drop-out is a very sensitive device to measure the effectiveness of a particular

_educational system. Higher the drop-out ratio, the more is the percentage of failure of the prevai-

ling education system and vice versa. A lower rate of drop-out can signify the popularity of an
educational system. 1t is true that all students cannot complete the particular leve! of education,
but these drop-outs and underachievers represent a tragic waste of the potentialitier of our young

people at a time when our country needs their fullest productivity.

7. An Asian Mode! of Educational Development: Perspectives for 1963-80 (UNESCO, 1976); p. 88-89.

8. It can aiso afféct other variables like income, employment and output in an sconomy.

g. Timea of India, Sept 19, 1977,
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Nepal, a developing country, has to face several chollenges. The first and foremost:

challenge is directly responsive to human knowledge, efficiency and skills. Ip other words, man.

plays the lead role in development drama.10 Human beings are the active agents who accumulate:

capital, exploit natural resources, build social, economic and political organisations and carry”

forward national development. Human resources are the energies, skills, talent and knowledge-

of people which are, or which potentially can or should be applied to the production of goods or
the rendering »f useful services.!? 1t is Human resource-not capital, nor income, nor material.

resouices-constitute the ultimate basis

been devalucd. Because wastage in education, in terms of drop-out, has been most frustrating..

gxperience for the developing countries.

In Nepal, National Educational System Plan (NESP) was introduced in 1971 with.
a view fo create a dynamic and exploitation free society in our country.'2 Accordingly, Tribhu--
van University Act 2028, approved the establishment of 11 Iastitutes concerning technical and.
non-technical area. One of them is the Institute of Humanities and Social Science {({CASS). By~
virtue of its strength (Physical facilities, number of students and teachers), LOHSS is the biggest -

institute affiliated with Tribhuvan University.:3 TOHSS is playing a significant and dynamic role-

since its inception. It has been producing different levels of (Highly skilled, Medium and Low

fevel). manpowsr annually to the large extent in comparison to the output of other institutes.

The IOHSS output is qualitative as well as quantitative. The lacge number of TOHSS output has-

been absorbed in various corporations, agencies and different departments of HMG and Univer-
gity itself. They have also occupied the decision making positions at the national level. But
fooking at the volume of drop-out population and identifying the rate of drop out the:

significant contribution of IOHSS output has lost its weight in terms of wastage

in higher education. At all levels in higher education during the specified period, 36-

persons dropped out in every 100 students. From the available statistics the rate of drop~out for

all the levels (Certificate, Diploma and Degree) during the period is 36.02 percent (Table 1). The-

fotal drop—out population during the same period is given as follows:

10. Mohammad Mohsin, “The Natienal Educational Plan. An Analytical Introduction” On Education in Nepal:

A tropical Compilation (Kathmandu National Education Committes, 1974), p. 1.
11. Frederick H. Harbison, Human Resources as the Wealth of Nations (New York: Oxford University

press, 1973).p. 3.

12. National Education ! o Piav 087175 (Kathmandu: Ministry ot £ducation, HMG, 1971).

i Zocial Sciences has 27 campuses, roughly 6,000 students annually and:

43. The institute of Humani:

600 teachers.

for the wealth of nations. But this nation seems to have-
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Table-1

Total Drop-out Population. 1974/76--1976/78

' Level Wise
.«
YEAR
Level* - 1974176 1975177 1976/78 Total 1n 9 of the total
I ‘ 825 1186 954 2965 61.92
11 185 864 487 1536 32.07
m 45 87 156 288 6.01
Total 1055 2137 1597 4789 100.00

* L, II and 111 levels refer to Certificate, Deploma and Degres lavels respectively.

Source ; Statistical reports Partl and I .

(Pckhara : Dean’s Office, IOHSS, 1974/77.)

A (In case of Degree Level the academic year consists of three years—-one year is devoted to Natio-
nal Development Service.)
During the year 1974/76, 1975/77 and 1976/78 the rate-of drop-out in 1 level is.
27.82, 40.0 and 32. 18; in 1I level it is 12.04, 56.26 and 31.70 and in It level the rate is 15. 63,
30. 20 and 54.17 during the same period.
 Table-2
R Fercentage Distribution of the Drop-out. 1974/76-1976/72
. Year ,
~ Level 1974/76 ' “1975/77 197678 Total in 9
I Level 27.82 40.0 32.18 109
1T Level 12.04 56.26 31.70 160
TiT Level 15.63 30.20 54.17 100

Average 18.50 42.15 03935 100
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The pércentage distribution of drop-out is higher in III level during 1976/78
whereas it is lowest in Il level in the year 1974/76. In III level the percentage of drop-out has

increased drastically whereas in 1 and I level the rate of drop-out is haphazard.

In view of the role played by IOHSS, in the process of educational developmet, it
‘has become urgent to examine the “master bottlenecks” which are responsible for retardation in
.out-put. Inspite of the fact that the problem of drop-out is of crucial importance, there is no ade-
quate and systematic research on the subject. The present study is an atterapt to establish rela-

tionship between the out-put from education and the manpower needs.
Qbjectives of the study:

“The objectives of this research work include:

1. To determine the magnitude of drop-outs in the Institute of Humanities and Sociak

Sciences during three consecutive academic years.

2. To analyse the nature and ‘the extent of drop-outs in the sample Campuses during

the same period, with referenee to the identification of principel causes of drop-out.

3. To make an effort to formulate a suitable policy with the objectives of National
Educational System Plan (NESP) to reduce the level of wastage of higher manpower

in terms of drop-outs in different levels of higher education.

However, this study deals primarily with the extent and causes of drop-outs in the
Tnstitute of Humanities and social sciences only. Lack of sufficient relevant materials: in the field

Tas also restricted this study for froad generalization of the results. This study covers a period of

three academic years. Thus it deals with three consecutive enrollment, output, students appeared»

in final (Fourth) semester examination and drop-outs at different level (certificate, Diploma -

and Degree) of higher education, i.e. 1974/76, 1975/77 and 1976/78. Atthe degree Level the
period for drop-outs studied are 1974/77, 1975/78 and 1976/79. (Due to its different nature of

enrollment and drop-out, Bishwabhasa Campus where various international languages beingv

taught has been excluded from this study.



87 Dahbal : Drop-Outs’in higher education -

“11. This Study approach:

This part mainly deals with the methodological aspects of the study. Firsily, basie
-concepts and definitions have been interpreted; secondly, possible strategy for the measurement
of drop-out has been explained. The other portion deals with the sourses of data and finally it

-also analyses the data collection procedure at different stages.

Basic Concepts and Definitions:

Drop-out:— A drop-out is defined as pupil who leaves Campus before the eiid
of the final semester of the particular educational stage in which he or sheis.

enrolled.

Nevertheless, the concept of drop-out isto be inierpreted somewhat
differently at different stages of education. 1t generally takes the following

forms:

4 ® Students withdrawing from studies before completing a full course;

(ii) Failure in the examination required at the end of full course or in the middie
of courses, which may lead to withdrawal from studies or repeating the grade;

and.

(iii) Inability to undertake further studies by successful students with a high abillity

potential.14

. Rate of drop-out:— The rate of drop-out is equal to the number of drop-outs
at particular level, divided by the total number of enrollment at the same

level, mutliplied by 100. Numerically, it is:

D
D, = ——x 100
B

14. An Asian Model or Educational Deveiopment Perspective for 1965-80. (UNESCOQ, 1966), p. 88-89,
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‘leasurement of Drop-out:

In our case, where semester system exists each consisting a period of five months,.
drop-out can be defined and measured as a difference between enrollment of the students at
frst semester during a period and students appeared in the final (fourth) semester examination
in the same academic period at a particular level of education. To be specific, it can be.
expressed as:

D=E;—84...—(1)

Where, D=Total drop-out.

E1 =Total enrollment in st Semester.

Ss=Total number of students appeared in 4th Semester examination.

Drop-out in each semester can be measured as follows:

dp = ¢ — 5]
dy = &= %
dy = €3 — 53 o @)
dg = ¢, — 's4'

’i'hen,’ D:di +- d2 4 d’3 +dy = (e —3 )+ (ey —5, ) + (65 —s3 )y +
(64 —34 ) where, dy d2 d3 and d 4 represent number of drop-outs at ist, 2nd, 3rd-
and 4th semester; ey €, €3 and e, denote number of enrollment at Ist, 2nd, 3rd

and 4th semester while s 1,57 83 and s, indicate the number of students appeared:

in successive semester examinations, assuming s; = €,. 8y = €3 and 55 = €

The former is known as “Aggregate Enrollment approach’, while latter may"
Be called “Partial Enrofiment approach”. A third definition is also known as “Consecutive
‘Absent Approach”, This difinition considers drop-out in case of the absence of students in two-
successive semester examinations. The second  and third definitions has technical limitations to

interpret the concept of drop-out. In second definition assumption is- that the students appeared:

\;//

j -
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in first semester examination will be enrolled in second semester whichis not practical. The
third definition is even more complicated. Therefore “Aggregate Enrollment approach” would be
effective definition to explain the concept of drop-out more comprehensively. On account of the

paucity of the data, first method known as “Aggregate Enrollment approach” has been implied in.
the present study.

Finally, it would not be inappropriate to mention that the methodology adopted by
UNESCO to calculate promotion, repetition and drop-out rates are not suitable in this study.

Nevertheless, dropout at school level, if not highér level, can be studied employing the givem

formula.

The Promotion rate

number of students promoted to grade i-4-1 in year t-1

s
P = :
number of students in grade 1in year t
or, in symbols: | i1
Pt - ’ i+1

1

The repetition rate

number of students repetiting to gradei in year t-+1

t
RY =
! number of students in grade i in year t
or, in symbors:
: . Rt—li—l
RS =
! t
E
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The dropout rate :

number of students dropping out from grade i in year ¢

t
D. =
T number of students in grade i in year t
or, in symbols: ¢ t+1
_ t+ 1
. BT (R i +Pi—}—1)
D. =
: - =)
Et

1

It can be seen that the rate of dropout is the complement of the sum of the rates of

promotion and repetition :

pl 4o +dt =1

Use of Questionnaire :

In order to find out the actual causes of dropout in higher education within IOHSS,
5 percent of the total drop-out population and 20 percent of the dropouts in sample campuses
during the period were mailed. Out of which 27 percent mailed questionnaires have been returned
within the expected time period. The percentage of returned mailed questionnaires, although not
much highly incouraging, is not disgusting too. The expectation of mailed questionnaire to be
returned was between 35 to 40 percent. The number of the mialed questionnaire could have been
increased from 5 to 10 percent, provided there would have no problem of indentifying the correct
address of the drop out population. In sample campuses many forms filled by the candidates
after getting through the entfance examination) were found incomplete. Specially in Kathmandu
Valley, in most cases, block aumbers were not written clearly which led to deliberate decrease in
the numbers of mailed questionnaire. Apart from this, in case of the forms of drop-out students
having permanent address outside Kathmandu Valley were also found incomplete not because

they had not written anything on the form but because their address was insufficient to make

correspondence with them to get prompt reply.
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The Questionnaire used in the survey included inquiries about some possible reasons—

* ~for drop-oufs such as chances of getting job, domestic problems etc.

Many observations revealed that the method of mailed questionnaire have failed
+ x -entirely due to the lack of response even within the educated circle. But the students who-
dropedout responded quite encouragingly amounting 27.5 percent of mailed questionnaires, 5.6

-percent of the sample population; and 1.3 percent of the total drop out population.

Of the total employment, 4.6 percent are school teachers: 4.6 percent are working in
~private firms; 7.6 percents were reluctant not to specify the nature of their office and 54.5 percent

-did not respond to the question.

In responding questionnaire, female dropouts are more active and sincere in’
-comparison to male dropout. The response from Kathmandu is greater (54.5 percent) against the
response from outside Kathmandu (45.5 percent). Of the total respondents, 51.5 percent are
“female and 48.5 percent are male. Another noticeable point is that the questionnaire were

_returned very soon by the female dropout in ‘comparison to male dropouts.

Apart from questionnaire method, an opinionnaire was distributed randomly to
100 persons representing various walk of life in order to carry an opinion poll regarding the
~actual causes of drop outs in higher education. Oppeninnaire included inquiries about the

.reasons concerning the family area,campus and teaching level area etc.

I1I. Analysis and Interpretation of Data.

In this chapter available data have been analysed with comprehensive interpretation,
.careful attention has been given to maka presentation as simple as possible, An attempt
“has been made to undersiand the fundamental problems associted with the analysis of drop-out

“students in higher education.
.Structure and pattern of enrollment level and sex wise:

‘ The total enrollment during the whole three years periodi5 is 8,525:4,019 and 75}
-(13,295) total i. e. 64.12; 30.23 and 5.65 percent at LII and Il level of education. Out of the

15. The whole period consists of 2030/32, 2031/33"and 2_032/34 tor | and W level; whereas it includes 2030/33,
2031 and 2032/35 forIll level. ’
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otal enrollinent, the male population is 67.5 percent i. e. 8,978 and the population of female is
32.5 percent i.e 4317. The enrollment of male population is more than double the population
of female during the period at all level of education. The following figures can give us a clear”

picture of the structure and pattern of enrolimnent.
Table 3

TOTAL ENROLLMENT, LEVEL AND SEX WISE

2030-32 2031-33 2032-34 Total In parcent
year of total e
i ‘ rollmnat of
level M F T M ! F T | M F T M FIT 3111 tfie
eve

1 1,742 1064 2,806 2058 1,105 3,163 1,855 70l 2556 5,655 2,870 8525 64.12
o 474 265 739 1,362 612 1,974 911 395 1306 2,747 1272 4019  30.23

L 83 33 116 208 60 268 285 82 367 576 175 751 565
Total 2209 1,562 3,661 3,628 1,777 5403 3,051 L178 5,229 5,978 4,317 13295 100.0

Source:-Statistical report I and Il (Pokhara : Dean’s Office, IOHSS, 2030-33) and
Examination Section of Kirtipur Campus, Padma Kanya Campus and

Patan Campus.

As observed in the table 3, the rate of enrollment during the whole period is 64.12,

- 3D.23 and 5.65 percent. The enrollment rate at I level during the period 2031/33 incsessed by 12.7°
percent while it declined at the rate of 8.9 percent in the year 2032/34 in comparison to 2030/32,.
while in 2032/34 the rate decreased by 19.19 percent in relation to  2031/33. Of the total popula--
tion in this level the rate of enrollment declined from 32.91 to 29.99 percent respectively in-

successive academic periods.

The rate of enrollment at IT level of education during the same ﬁeriod i.e. in 2031/33-
-abruptly incressed to 167.1% while in 2032/34 it increased only by 76.7 percent as compared to-
7030/32. On the other'hand, there was sharp decline m enrollment by 33.8 percent during.
2032/34 as compared to 2031/33. Of the total populatlon in this level the rate of enrollment.

45 18.38, 49.12 and 32.50 percent respectively in' successive academic periods.
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There has been cumulative increase in the rate of enrollment at III level. Out of the
total enrolled population in this level, percentage distribution is 15.45, 35.69 and 48.86 percent..
The rate of increase in the enrollment is 131.0 and 216.3 9 in 2031/34 and 2032/35 in comparison.
to 2030/33 and it increased by 36.9% in 2032/35 as compared to 2031/34. The percentage distri-
bution of enroilment in various levels during the specified period has been given in the following

table

Table-4

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF ENROLLMENT, LEVEL AND SEX WISE*

Level ACADEMIC MALE FEMALE TOTAL
PERIOD (YEAR) e i L
2030-32 62.08 - 37.92 100.0
2031-32 65.07 34.93 100.0
2032-34 72.58 2742 100.0
Tatal inaverage 66.57 3343 100.0
2030-32 64.14 3586 100.0
2031-33 69.00 31.00 100.0
2032-34 69.76 30.24 100.0
I
Total in average 7561|2439 100.0
I--114 .
v Grand total in g
I average 69.94 30.06 ‘ 100.0

*Calculation is based on the figures represented in table 3.

The percentage distribution (level and sex wise) of enrollment as shown in the
table no. 4 has established clearly an inverse relationship in the increase of male and female
- population has increased with the increase in the level of education while there hus been cumula~
tive decline in the female population. As level increased male population also increased; on the
contrary, as level increased the female pOpulation decreased. The average enrollment percentage:
of male and female is 66. 57 percent and 33.43 percent during 2030/32 - 2032/34, followed bﬂr‘
67.63 and 32.37 percent at Il level and 75.61 and 24.39 percent at 111 level. The average enrolls

ment of female population is maximum at I level,
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A sharp decline in the female population in highet education will have adverse effect
in an ‘economy considering that the upgrading of the women’s status and make them able
enough to participate in development activities is an urgent need in this country. However, this
study is not concentrated more on enrollment aspect, a cursory attempt has been made to ana-

fyse the structure and pattern of enroliment only.
Trends of Enroliment:

The total enrollment in all the subjects over the priod 2030/32, 2031/33, 2032/34 at
1 level is 8,525 (M=5655 and F=2870). (Appendix I). During the period 2030/32 the enrollment
in Economics is 935 followed by 657 and 884 in 2031/33 and 2032/34 atl level, Of which, male
population is 675, 706 and 657 whereas female population is 260; 322 and 227 respectively. In
percent of total population, first place has taken by Economics so far enrollment is concerned
followed be Political Science and Geography. The average enrollment percent during the whole
period at I level in 33. 4in Bconomics and Political Science and in other subjects like History,
Nepali, Geography, Home Science etc., the enrollment is 33.2 percent. The trend of subjects wise
enrollment is equally divided into Economics, Political Science and other subjects at I level of
education. The enrollment population is 9.43, 2. 80, 5.0, 6.40 and 9.53 percent in History, Nepali
Geography, Home Science and other papers.

At the Tl level of education the trend of subject wise enrollment is little different than
that of 1 level. During all the period, the enrollment population is 1915, 859, 271,
197, 136, 150 and 455 'in Economlcs Political Science, History, Nepali Geography, Home
‘Science and other subjects. The percentage distribution is 47.65, 22.27 percent in Economics and
‘Political Science whereas it is 30.18 percent in other subjects (History 6.75, Nepali 4.90, Geogra-
phy 3. 38, Home Scicnce 3.73 and other papers 11.32 percent). The enrollment distribution of sex
(n*ale and female) according to subject is 1435 and 480 in Economlcs whereas it is 642 and 253 ia
Poht ical Science. At this level, enrollment in Political science has declined in comparison

o I level, while in other subjects also the enrollment trend tends to decline normally. On the

\contrary, the enrollment in a subject like Economics has increased by 14.25 percent at I level

i

in comparison to I level.

The subject wise enrollment trend in Il (Degree) level is significantly different as

compared to other level of education. Of the total enrolled population during the Period 53
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-percent is in Economics, 18.25 in political Science, 6.66 in History, 6.13 in Nepali, 6.13 ine
Geography, 5.85 in Bnglish, 3.19 in Culiure and 0.79 percent in other papers. This obsefvatioﬁ
“has elearly shows that higher the level of education, higher is the enrollment in Economics. ‘

The enroliment in percent of total population.(The population of 2030/32, 2031/33-
.and 2032/34) in Ecoaomics is 53.4, 47.65 and 53.0 percent,enrollment in Political Scence is 33.44,
22.27 and 18.25 and in other subjects it is 33.16, 30.08, 28.78, at 1, II and III level of education.
“The enrollment in other subjects like in History it is 9.43, 6.75 and 6.66 percént, in Nepali it i
2.80, 4.19 snd 6.13 percent, in Geography 5.00, 3.38, 6.13 percent at I, IT and 1Tl leved

srespectively for the whole period.

The total number of students appeard in fourth semester examination during the three.
-cohort period is.8506 of which, 5441 are male and 3065 female. The percentage distribution of the
students appeared in fourth semester is 76.0, 21.27 and 2.75 during the period 2030/32; whereas
-t is 60.5, 33.97 and 5.53 percent in 2031/33 and 60.87,31.12 and 8.01 percent in 2032/34 réspec‘~
-tively at I, I} and 111 level of education. The total students appeared in fourth semester ‘during the:
whole period is 65.36,29.20 and 5.44 percent at 1, I and 11T level.The percentage distribution acc~
-ording to sex is 62.80 (M) and 57.20 (F) at I level; 64.44 (M) and 35.56 (F) at 11 level and 75.38
(M)and 24.62(F) at 111 level. It is clear from table no. 5 that percent of male populaticn appeared
-in fourth semester examination is increasing with the increase in the level of education. On the
.other hand, the percentage of female population is decreasing with the increase in the level of

-education. The percéntage distribution of male and female students appeared in fourth semester

-examination is given as follows:

Table-b
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENTS APPEARED IN FOURTH SEMESTER
EXAMINATION (level and sex wise)

- Year | 2030-32 1 2031-33 | 2032-34 ! Total

Leval | M| F | T| M | F |} T | M |F | T|M}|F | T
1 59.17 48.83 100.0 61.30 38.70 100.0 69.16 30.84 100.0 62.80 37.20 100.0-
n 64.44 3556 100.0 64.23 3577 100.0 64.71 35.29 100.0 64.44 35.56 100.0

11t 67.60 3240 1000 79.0 ~ 21.0 100.0 74.88 25.12 100.0 75.38 24.62 100.0
Total 60.51 39.49 100.0 63.29 36.71 100.0 68.23 31.77 100.0 63.98 36.03 100.6»
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~ The peréénfage distribution of studems appeared in fourth semester examination in.
%ﬁﬁ'erent subjects has been given in table no. 6. The percentage of students appeared in fourth.
semester examination at I levelis 35.63 during 2030/32 in Economics followed by a decline in .
2031/33 by 1.69 percent. It increased by 2.57 in 2032/34 over the period 2030/32. In Political
Science the number increased by 2.54 percent in 2031/33 and 7.30 percent in 2032/34 over the-
geriod 2030/32. At UL level the percentage appeared in Examination decreased by 4.16 in 2031/33:
gnd 8.2U percent in 2032/34 in Economics over the period 2030/32; whereas in "Political.
Science it increased by 5456 percent in 2031/33 and 7.35 in 2032/34 over the period 2030/32. At

{1 level, the number of students appeared in fourth semester examination in Economics has-
fallen successively while in Political Science it increased rapidly over the periods. 1n other papers.-
declining trend exists in the number of candidates appeared in eximination at 1 level; in II level

the percentage is more or less constant and at 1II level there has been a low increase in

ferms of percentage.

Trends of Drop-outs:

Employing the given formula (i.e. D=e1 -84 ), the total drop-out population of

all the levels during the period 2030/32, 2031/33 and 2032/34 has been obtained. Looking at the

D
gtructure of drop-out population it is clear that the rate of drop-outie. (D . ==X 100 ) varies.-
: E

ﬁ’om level to level and year to year. The following figure will give a dimersional approach to

gxamine the extent of drop-out population during the specified period.
Table-6

Total Drop-out Population, level and sex wise*

year 2030-32 2031-33 2032-34 Total
Level M F T M F T M F T M F T
1 570. 255 825 846+ 340 1186 747 207 954 2163  802. 2965
I ' 117 68 1%%5 649 215 864 381 106 487 1147 389 1536
‘ 11 35 10 45 65 22 87 127 29. 156 227 61 288
Total 722 333 1055 1560 577 2137 1255 342 1597 33537 1252 4789

* Calculation based on the figures of enrollment and number - of students appeared in fourth.-

semester examination.
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Itis also essential to analyse the magnitude of drop-out population evel and

subject wise. The trend of subject wise drop-out population has been examined in the Table 7.

‘ Table-7
K

Drop-out Population, level and subject wise

Level = Subject 2030/32 2031/33 2032/34‘?‘ | Tota]
or
Major M F T M F T M. F T M F T
Economics 2000 29 229 291 66 357 218 54 212 709 149 185
Political : N
S:ience 234 58 292 333 74 407 308 56 364 875 188 1063
History - 43 33 76 66 55 121 7% 37 116 188 15 313
I Nepali 19 13 32 21 19 40 7 3 10 47 35 82

Geography 14

o

I5 31 3 34 43

— 43 8 4 o
+ Home science 24 24 - 20 - 20 2 20 — 64 64
Other papers® 60 97 157 104 103 207 9y 137 129 256 237 493
Total 570 255° 825 846 340 1186 747 207 954 2163 802 2965
Economics 4 15 59 377 67 444163 40 203 584 122 706
Political » .
science 3417 5183 34 117 133 95 157 249 76 325
Hisoroy 10 7 17 17 34 5 g5 o 45 55 58 113
I Nepali 9 1 10 4 19 63 7 5 12 60 25 85
- ; Ceography 3 - 3 100 = 13 g 2 19 36 2 3
Homescience = 1 1 - 6 6 - 2 2 - 9 9
. Other papers. 17 27 44 118 5. 173 34 15 49 169 97 266
‘\(f , Total

17 68 185 649 215 864 381 106 487 1147 389 1536

Cconomiss 12719 30 16 46 47 17 g 89 40 129

Pelitical : :
science 1 - 11 20 3 23 24 5 29- 55 8 . 63
History 1 1 2. 2 - 10 3 13 13 4 17
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I  Nepali 301 4 5 2 7 10 - 10 18 3 2t
Geography 2 - 2 3 - -3 1l 1 12 16 1 17
English 2 - 2 3 - 3 16 3 9 21 3 24
Culture t1 2 2 1 3 6 - 6 9 2 1
Other papers 3 3 - - - 3 - 3 6 - 6
Total 35 10 45 65 22 87 127 29 156 227 61 288

Grand Total 722 333 1055 1560 577 2137 1255 342 1597 3537 1252 4789

* Qther papers include English, Culture, Newari, Logic, Hindi, Painting, Maithili, Music,
Dance, Psychology, Sanskrit, Mithematics and Sculpture at 1 Level, English, Culture, Newari,
Statistics, Philosophy, Hindi, Maithili, Music, Psychology, Sanskrit and Mathematics at TL
level; and Hindi and_Sanskrit at I1T level.

At I level the male drop-out population in Bconomics is more or less constaﬁt i
terms of percentage. It is 24.24, 24 and 22.85 percent over the periods, while the percentage of
female drop-out populition increased in the beginining and remained constant- over the periods.
More or less performance is similar in case of Political Science. In total, at T level the percentage
distribution of male drop-out population increased (69.09, 71.33 and 78.30 percent) and female
drop-out population decreased (30.91, 28.67 and 21.70 percent) over the successive periods. At
11 level, the percentage distribution of male and female drop-out population in Economics is
cyclical in nature. A big rise in followed by small decline in case of male drop-out; while female
drop-out population maie marginal decrease initially followed by marginal increase. In case of

Political Science a sharp decline is followed by abrupt increase, both in male and female drop-ot
population. In total, there has been cumulative increase in‘the percentage distribution of male

drop-out (63.24, 7512 and 78.23 percent) population. The case is opposite with fema'e drop-out
(36.76, 24.88 and 21.77 percent) population. '

At 111 level the percentage distribution of male and female population in Economics

Political Science has no female drop _out in 2030/32 while male drop-out is 24.44, 22.98, 15.38
percent ovcr the periods. The female drop-out is 3.45 percent in 2031/34 and 3.22 in 2032/35.
“The total percentage distribution is neither commulitively increasing nor decreasing. The total

percentage distribution of male and female 'drop—oﬁt population is 77.78 and 22. 2in 2030/33;

i 26.67 and 15.56 in 2030/32; 34.48 and 18.39 in 2031/33; 30.13 and 10.89 percent in 2032/35.
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74,71 and 25.29 in 2031/34; 81.40 and 18.60 in 2032/35. The subject wise percentage distributiog:
.of male and female drop-out is 72.95 and 27.05; 74.68 and 25.32; 78.81 and 21.29 at I, IT and ITp

level of higher education respectively. There has been increase in percentage of male drop—outﬁ

-with the increase in the level; whereas female drop—uut tends. to decrease cumulatively with the

increase in the level over the successwe periods.

As mentioned in the methodology the rate of drop-out has been obtained by el;}plo.%

D

ying the formula Dr =-x 100wkere Dr and D exists for rate of :drop-out and total drop-owt
E

-population and tl for enrollment at 1st Semester during a period. T]ie rate of drop-out of ali

-the level is 36.02 over the periods 2030/32, 2031/33 and 2032/34. The rate of male and female

-drop-out is 39.39 and 29.00. The average rate of drop-out at I, IT and 11T level is 34.73, 35 35

-and 37.91 respectively.

Examining the drop-outs at level ‘and subjects—wise, it is found that the rate of

-drop-out is higher in History (38.93) followed by Political Science (37.28), Nepali (34.30),

Economics (30.13), Gzography (21.59), Home Science (11.72) at1 lével. At IT level, the rate of
drop-out is highest in Nepali (43.14) followed by History (41.69),"Economics (36.86), Political
Science (36.31), Geography (23.52) and Home Science (6.0). The fate of drop-out at E{I’lev‘ei‘l,is‘
maximum in English (54.54) ‘accompanied by Political Science (45:98), culture (45.83), Nepali

«(45.65), Geography (36.95), Economics (36.03) and History (34.0).

The rate of male drop out is h]gher at T level’ almost in every sub}gect excapt
geography in comparison to the rate of female’ drop-out populatlon Similar is the case at-ll

level. At IIT level, the rate of female: drop-out is' higher in comparlson to male drop-out especlally

-in the subjects like Economics and Nepah ‘and in other papers the rate of male drop—oul

-population has exceeded the female drop out population.

Looking at the aggre ate rate Qf drop out, if rank order is given to the 23 ex1stmg ‘

.campuses under IOHSS, first four positions has been occupied by Bhaktapur Campus (51.41),:'

Lalit Kala Campus (50.0), Thakur Ram Campus (46.18) an Ratna Rajya Laxmi Campus;(4‘6.0)~

at 1 level followed ‘by MechiCampus (43.47), Mahendra Campus, Dang (42.28), R. R.
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7‘%@,@mpas, Janakpur (40.86), Mahendra Morang Campus (40.56), Tribhuvan Campus, Palpa.
?{13904) in C@mparison to these Campuses at I level the rate of drop-out is lower in Bhojpur
Campus (12.56), Mahcndra Ratna, Campus lllam (15 15) and' Padma Kanya (22 90) and the-
g‘ate of drop—out in other Campuses range between (29 72) to (36.33) percent One very interesting.

thing at this level is that the rate of male drop-out is at its apex in Thakur Ram' Campus.
. ~/é§2.02)_ with the lowest (:li.94) in Bhojpur Campus. The magnitude of therate of female-
drop out is highest (57.14) in Bhaktapur Campus with the lowest (12.90)in Mahendra Ratna-
Lampus, llam.

At the I level, the aggregate rate of drop out is highest, similar to 1 level, in
Ehaktapur Campus (56.97) with the | west (14.81) in Tribhuvan Campus, Palpa. The rate £
'zfr oout in other Campuses rangs from 21.42 to 47. 46 percent. Similarly the rate of male drop-
“out is led by Bhaktapur Campus (57.62) with the lowest in Tribhuvan Campus, Palpa (5.66). The
gate « f female dr- p out is maximum in Mahendra Vindeswari, Campus Rajbiraj (58.82) D>xlbwsd
by fhel ‘west in Mahendra Campus Nepalgang (11.11). In «ther Campuses the rate of male drop-

out varies from 23, 4-0 to 48.22 and the rate of female dropout differs from 16.66 to 55.55 percent
;tt this level,

Since there is no other IIl level Campus!6 under ToHSS a comparision between the-
“gate of male and female dropout is possible only betwen the various priods in the same level and-
Cﬁmpus. At the 1I level, The rate of male dropout is almost significantly higher over the periods..
The aggregate rate of male and female dropout at this level is 39.40 and 34.85 percent, total
gate of dropout being 38.34 percent. ’

Examining the drop-outs at this regional level it is found that the rate of dropout:
5 marginally hi/gher in Far Western region (36.52) in comparison to central (35.18), Eastern
7{3’43.07)‘and Western (33.58) region at I le el. The Case is some what different at IT- level because-
the magnitude of dropout is highest in central regibn (39.33) followed by Eastern (39.40), western —_
:(%_9.23)43,11,d F ar western (21.42) reg_ion. From the table it shows that the member of male leavers

16 Smce this academic sessuon (20 H/36) degree Ievel teachmg in. Economics has. beglm in Pokhara Campus:

. Snmnlarly degree level classes on’ Geography is yet to be started in Pokhara which was scheduled two years-
back. -
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at T level is significantly higher (41.24) in central region as compared to other régio;l-g whereas
the female dropout population is maximum, (36.06) in Far Western region. At 1I levél, the rate of

male leavers analogous to I level, is mounted in central region (45.18) whereas female leaves

rushed to the top in Eastern region (40.13). With close examination it reveals that the aggregate
rate of drop out at I level has marginal difference from region to region; While at 1I level, the:
backward regions have low rate of dropoutin comparision to more economically advanced |

Tegions.

At every semester at Degree level male dropout is very high corresponding io the
percentage of female dropout. At this period, students are usually dropped out from the campus.

for various reasons. The specific reasons are:

1. Employment Opportunity,
2. Financial Disability,
3. Academic Backwardness, and

4. Poor Health etc,

At Kirtipur (degree level) Campus, out of the total dropout 78.81 perceht boys and
21.19 percent are girls. The general behaviour of dropout in sample campus (s more or less
similar, it-has decreasing tendency from Ist to 4th semester with some exceptions. The detail

analysis of the causes of dropouts shall be examined in the forthcoming section..-

1V. Findings and Recommendations:
Majc{r Findings:

The reason for dropouts are given by classifying the area. Findings suggest that the stu-
dents desire to secure or employed in labour market which forces the students to leave the camp-

us. In students arez, 50 percent students leave the campus due to the. job oppor tunity, 13 percent
‘responded that the students had no attitude for learning., 7 percent reported back papers as the

~basic reason to leave the campus, 5 percent did not response, 4 percent marked for poor health
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and 1 percant of the sample identified that the dropouts occured because students remain busy in

domestic work and to some extent they are in social difficulties too.

In family area, 68 percent dropedout because parents were too poorto bear the
cnst of education, 13 percent placed low value on education, 7 percents parents were not satisfied
with the standard of instruction and environment in the campus, 4 percent dropedout because
parents do not feel the necessary of educating all children in the family, 2 percent are subjected

to social taboos.

Besides, 29 percent of the drdpedout students identified economic condition as impo-

rtant reasons for withdrawingvstudy without combigting the particular cycle; 24 percent voted

for ‘_domestic problem as the main reason of discontinuity in study; 12 percent droppedout

because they entered labour market. In other words, job opportunity was available for them and

had no tims for the continuation of study. Oaly 3 percent reported that they had excessive back
papers during the various semesters which compelled to leave the campus without completing the

cycle; 4.6 percent of the total responde.d drop—out population reconciled that they had no aptitude
for learning which enable them to be premature leaver in the campus. Almost 27 percent showed

various reasons for being droppedout before the educational cycle completed.The various reasons

for dropout, as given, are untimely demise, poor health, marriage, change of location,migration to

JIndian Universities, delivery case, no courses of interest tought (especially Psychology, Philo-
" sophy, sociology etc) in degree level and National Development S_ervicé (With reference to NDS
only 2 persons claimed that they were job holders and did not gt required leave from their office

to join NDS progromme and unfortunately disqualified for being regular student, at Ird-and 4th ..

semester degree level).

Relating to the possibility of reviving their interest, if opportunities are available large
numbers of reply (78.8 parceat) showed their interest to continue their study, provided facilities

were given; and 10.6 percent surprisingly identified that they were, in no case, interested to join

the campus again; 10.6 percent did not respond the question.

About the present occupation in which dropouts are associated, out of the total
responded diopout population, 45.5 percent, as reported, were in service-sector receiving regular
cash benefits (e.g.pay); 1.5 percent in farming; 3 percent in business; 16.7 percent are self emplo-




33 Daha}: Drop-Outs in higher education

-yed; 6.0 percent made no classification of their job: and 22.7 percent declared themselves un;emef .

ployed. The corporations have absorbed the large number (19.7 pe:cent) of dfopou‘ﬁ:stfoﬂgwe;d by

-employment in His Majesty’s Government service (9.0 percent).

Similarly, teachers are offered insignificant reason to dropout. In teacher area,10 pe-
-rcent droppedout because the teachers do not understand the needs and difficulties of the students,

18 percent answer shows that many teachers are indifferent towards their profession, 29 percent
-voted for the reason of large numbers of untrained and inexperienced teachers in the campus
‘which makes the students to leave the campus. So far teachers area is concerned 43 pcrcent did

~not make any response.

®

The opinion poll showed that the reasons for dropout aparts from above memiqne&

.causes are innumberable in numbers. In residual area 35 percent of the sample voted for mass
enrollment of incapable students, 14 percent for high student teacher ratio, 13 percent for difficult
-curriculum, 7 percent for early marriage, 5 percent for difficult curriculum as the basic reason to

leave the campus without completing the necessary éycles of particular level of education,

Studies conducted so far, in order to identify the actual causes of dropout have
.employed two methods: Direct methods and Indirect Method. In the first method questlonnalfea
‘were mailed to the drop.outs on the basis of random samplmg, second method followed by
-opinionnaire as discussed above.,The cuase of dropouts in higher education as revealed by
-different studies have been broadly classified under three categories summarised 4nd are given

‘below:1 ¢

(a) Socio-economic: o : ‘ -

1. Economic Backwardness of the Family:-In stﬁdies based oh opi‘nion’survey and mailed
-questionnaire returned, economic backwardness of'the family has been found to be one of the
: n;ost important causes contributing to the phenomena of dropout. This specific cause has been
. interpreted in the sense that the education costs directly something to the parents. This }ead‘ 10 bg
‘ ~ affirmed that poverty is the best index of dropout. But in studies which have more objective

method, poverty has not been found as a variable highly correlated with the rate of dropping out.

17. R. C.Sharma and C. L. Sapra, Wastage and Stagnation in primary and Middle Schools in india (New
Deihi, 1969). pp.20-24
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ﬁr"hickerman@ found tha,t the r@latlonshxp beiween the incoms of percents and the phenomena.
af wastage and 's‘ta,gnatlon was mmgmﬁcam, He showed through statistical analysis
that “gven rich children leave school ‘bvefo'r_e' completing the fourth grade in four
years or take no longer time, which poor students who have joined school do not discontinue
nainly for reasons of poverty. 18 Neveriheless the case of school may not be equally true to the

‘case of higher education.

" 2. Early marriage or betrotchal:~1n the case of girls students early marriage or betro-

tchal is a si gnificant cause of dropout and is more pronounced at the middle stage of education.

dropout is no less important. The parents perception of the value of education depends to a large

éxtent upon their own educational status. One study'® has revealed that the presence of a large:

-prumber of illiterate members ia the family is positively related to the phenomenon of wastage.

‘(b) Educational

‘1. Stagnation: :—“Stagnation is due to a variety of factors, the chief among which are the

Js@c}or quality of teachers, indifferent teaching, defective system of examinations, lack of earnest--

'ﬁ‘t;ie's’srom the part of students or lack of proper environment at home, pandity of text books, etc 720

(¢) Miscellaneous

1. Illness:-Poor health of the students, due to economic backwardness, adversely affects-

their achievement in studies and ultimately leads to dropout and wastage. During the study
'fperlod a brother of girls dropouts students: wrote me a letter21 personally, stating sorrowfully

‘Whet sister’s untimely demise.

3., Educational status of the family: _The influence of this factor on the phenomena of

°

180, Vf Chikermane,,'{’A'Study:o'f Wastage;in Primary Education in India”, education and Psychology Review,
Yol 11, Jan, 1962 p. 20=2%, Barocda: M. S. University.

19. tbid., p, 139 ' ‘

20, R. 8. Chntakara Wastage and ‘Retardation in Education, (Delhi: Ministry of Education', Govt. of India.
4961), p. 8. '

Z1. See appendix 22, 'a letter written by Mr. Jayendra Man Singh Baniya of Kathmandu,

A
4
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‘From the above discussion it should be obvious that socio-economic and educatio-
nal factors contribute to-a large extent to the phenomena of dropouvts at the elementary stage.
Both of these taken together are responsible for more than 85 percent of total dropout, whole

the remaining 5 percent is explained by other factors.

Parent’s or guardian’s occupation and ethnicity of dropout students is also one of

the imporant factors to determine dropout.

In a sample size of 600 dropout students, it was found that the students from MNewar

community whose parental or guardian’s occupation is service, droppedout highly.

The reason for highest dropout in MNewar community seems to be relevant in the
sense that the parents or guardians of these dropout who are in service sectcr (for example, govt.
service, corporation service etc.) do not give due priority for higher education, rather they advice

-or compell their dependents to start a business in order to bring a new fortune.

To sum up, the reasons for dropout in higher education varies tremendiously. Of
which, low economic status of the parents seems to be strong variable to increase the rate of
dropout. Apart from this occupation of parents or guardians and ethnicity of dropouts also
determine and affect the level of dropout. Nevertheless, residual factors® like entrance to labour
market, migration to Indian Universities, untimely demise, poor health, expensive back paper
examination admission-of incapable students etc, are also active agents to shape and affect the
level of dropouts in higher education.

The commitment of poor nations to build infrastructure in the initial stage of econo=
mic development will remain unfulfilled if the desired rate of educational output in higher educa-
tion shattered corresponding to the growth objectives of the econcmy. No such attempt has been
done to reconsile the growth objectives. to manpower planning. The various plans undertaken
in this country never had the courage to estimate the démand for and supply of manpower in hig-
her education. Fifth Plan? estimates demands for the and supply of manpower only in technical

field. The inability to predict future manpower requirements in the country may léad to disequili~

22. The Fifth Plan’ (Katbmandu :; National Planning Commission 1975).
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brium between educational output and employment opportunity. The conversion of occupational
requirements into cducational requirements is one of the most perplexing problems in manpower
analysis?. Unless total educational output is estimated during a period in all the fields of higher
educntion, economy’s capacity to produce goods and services cannot be determined. This may be
partial or prejudiced view-point, but essentialls is the manpower approach. Therfore, it is
niccessary to integrate human resource planning and general development planning, The Natio-
nal Educaticn System Elan has used one simple model first developed by UNESCO3 for estima-

ting future manpower requirements on an aggregate basis. The chief elements of model are:

1. National income will go up by 20 percent in the next five years (1971-76),
2. The attrition in existing stock of manpower will be at an annual rate of 5 percent;
3. The need for high level manpower will be twice the growth rate of national income

i.e. the ratio of increase in high level manpower to the increase in national
income will be 2:1;

4. Middle level manpower requirements will be 50 percent more than fhe high level
manpower. Thatis, the ratio of middle level manpower to high level manpower
will be 1.5:1; ‘ |

5. The basic level manpower requirements will be twice that of middle level manpower.

That is, the ratio of basic level manpower to middle level ‘manpower will be 2:1.

The above presumption will be true only when overall manpower requirement is
assessed properly from country’s development point of view. The drop-out as one of the strong
parameters to determine wastage, is higher in the -Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences
{1OHSS).

The present study shows that out ofVIOO students, overall dropout is 36. The rate of

dropout differs marginally from level to level and year to year. The overall rate of dropout at T,

I and ITT level is 34.7, 38.2 and 38.3 respectively. In'each level the rate of male dropout is’

23. Harbison and Myers, Educatton. Manpower and Economic Growth (Mcgra—Hill, 1964), p. 2056

24, National Education System Plan. 1971—76, National Education Committee, Singh Durbar, Kathmandu,

~__
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“hi gher corresponding to the rate of female dropout. The overall rate of male and female dropout-
. during the specified period is 39.4 and 19.0 percent. During the periods the rate of dropout increa—
-sed from 29.4 to 37.3 percent at I level; the rate of dropout at 11 level increased from 25.3 to 43.7
~percent betweed the period 1974/76, 1975/77 and declined between the period 1975/77-1977/78 to
37.3 percent. At III level, the rate of dropout decreased from 38.8 to 32.5 percent during the per-
iod 1974/76-1975/77 and increased up to 42.5 percent in the year 1976/78 by 12.25. Except II lev-
-el, the rate of dropout has increased cummulatively. At IT level also, the rate of dropout increased
in the year 1976/78 by 12.25 percent in comparision to 1974/76. From the present observation it is.
obvious that the rate of dropout; at all the levels in higher education, will increase in future. The
-estimated increase in the rate of dropeut at 1, I1 and 11 level is 2.7, 4.1 and 1.2 percent and the

average expected rate of increase at all the levels will be 2.6 percent other things remaining the
sSame.

The overall rate of subjectwise dropout, is higher in History (38.9) at 1 level, while it
is biggest in Nepali (43.1) at i levclﬂand maximum in English (54.5 percent) at IiT level. The rate
-of dropout from I level to IIl level has increased tremendiously in Political Science, Nepali,
-Geography and Economics. However II level also deserves higher rate of dropout, in most of the

:subjects, in comparison to I level.

The overall rate of dropout is maximum in Bhaktapur Campus (51.4 percent) follo-
“wed by Lalitkala Campus (50.0 percent) and Ratna Rajya Laxmi (46.0 percent) at I level; at IL
Jevel also the rate of dropout is biggest in Bhaktapur Campus (56.9 percent) followed by Trichan-
-dra Campus (47.5 percent) and R.R. Campus, Janakpur and Manendra MorangCampus, Biratna-
gar (42.0 percent). The rate of dropout in Kirtipur Campus (I1I level) is 38.8, 32.5 and 42.5 over
‘the respective periods and since Kirtipur Campus is only degree level crmpus4 under IOHSS,

‘the question of making comparision with other compus is ruled out.

The rate of dropout is highest (36.5 percent) in Far Western region at I level. While-
_-there is marginal difference in the rate of dfopout in others regions this level. The largest dropout
occured at 11 level in Eastern (39.0 percent) and central region (39.3 percent) and at 11T level the
rate of dropout is 38.3 in central region.

25. From this acadeinic session 2035/36 degree Jevel teaching in Economics in Pokhara has been started. All

together 46 students have been reported, joined at | semester.
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The observation of dropouts in sample campuses reveal that the students-
“dropout rapidly, at all the levels, in Ist semester. The dropout in sample campuses-
declined * cummulatively over the successive semesters. The case is almost simlar in ali the
three campuses i.e. Kirtipur, Padma Kanya and Patan Campus of the total dropout, 67 percent
dropped out in 1st semester at TII level; 42 percent dropped out in 1st semester at IT level in
Padma Kanya Campus; 45 percent dropped out in Ist semester at T level'in the same campus. In
Patan Campus at I level, 24 percent droppedout in 1st semester, while at 1T level, 38 percent
-droppedout in the previous sesmester. Thus it can be said’ from the observation of sample-

campuses that the higher percentage of dropout occurs in 1st semester at each level.

There are various causes of dropout in higher education. Of which, economic pro-
blem in the basic one. Many of the students discontinued their study eithcr because they are-

incapable of supporting their educational activities or they seek the job opportunity.

Recommendations:

~The present study brought the following recommendations:

1. The existing rate of dropout should be reduced to its minimum level of 35 percent;.

for this a higher retention rate is desirable to increase the magnitude of total output,

A higher rate of dropout adversely affects the volume of educational output.

In order toreduce the level of dropout in higher education, wastage in school.
should be reduced by adopting anew policy of antomatic promotion in school
level. Because repeaters constitute large amount of Wastage in'school level. In some

of the South-East Asian countries the system of automatic promotion eépecially in.

school level has become very effective to produce basic level manpower.

A higher rate of dropout not only ratards the level of educational output but also ™~
challanges the popularity of existing educational system. Keeping in view of this
fact, appropriate and scientific change in examination system, not distorting the:
fundamentals of semester system, is desirable to create congenial academic environ-

ment such that the rate of dropout could be reduced by maintaing less back papers-

per head per semester.
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In order to reduce thé burden of back papers, which induce the higher level of
dropout, to some extent, effective admission policy should be introduced. In this
respect, Students Entrance Examination should be conducted not only to main-
tain formality but also to make a national selection of the students at particular
level by assessing candidates’ ability and aptitude in the field of their interest. Stu-
dents from Ain-Shrestha should not be asked to offer mathematics as his major
subject. Similarly, students from Nepali or English as their major subject, if allowed
to offer Economics at degree level, even if credit hours fulfilled as allied papers, he
or she may suffer from serious back log in many papers. This will lead to an
increase in the numbers of repeaters which, in turn, leads to higher unit cost wastage..
The unit cost will be higher when students take five years instead of two or three
years to complete particular level of education. This observation is more justifiable if
we exemplify the case of cconomics students at degree level. Most of the studentents
are failed in Statistics in Degree level-Economics because they have no mathemati-
cal backgronnd to understand and solve the statistical problems given to them in
the same time, for private students Statistics parer is not compulsory, as in the case.
of regular students and private examination of Diploma level. To day every second
students in Kirtipur Campus is of Economics. Similar is the case in other campuses.
The heavy concentration of students in Econowmics has not only retarded the quality

of output but also it become unmangable to conduct the classes.

Since higher percentage of dropout resulted due to financial lag in higher education,
the National Educational Committee‘ should identify the suitable strategy to
overcome the problems of dropout. The maguitude of dropout in higher education
could be minimised by providing monetary assistance to able and qualified students.
to contioue their study at different level of higher education. In this regard, a meagre
attempt made by Nepal Rastra Bank, which is providing scholarship to the students.
of Economics at various levels, is laudable. But this strategy has limited scope in
order to facilitate incentives to ﬁnancially disabled and academically. brilliant
students, for it discriminates other subjects which are equally importent in the
process of national development. So it is essentially dresirable to establish
“Student’s Bank for higher Iearning” which should provide: financial

assistance to academically brilliant but financially poor students. It is suggested
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that the central banks in undcr developed couiries, in collaboration with Internati-

onal Financial Agencies (fir example Ford Foundation, Rockfeller Foundation
etc.) should create a fund to establish *Students Bank for higher learning’

in each country. In this connection, the government can increase the budgetary -
amount devoted to education sector annually. A fraction of inreased proportion of
the annual budget to the education if divoted to “Students’ Bank for higher
learning” can, no doubt, generate sufficient amount of money to support the academ-
ically brilliant but economically disabled persons who want to continue particular
level of study in pursuit of higher learning. This is one of the most efficient media to

reduce the level of dropout at all levels of higher education.

6. The rate of female dropout could be reduced if women education is exzpanded at
higher level. This will also check the tempo of early marriage in society which is one

of the strong causes of female dropouts in higer education.

7. Furthermore, there should be a separate ministry of labour under which a separate

manpower division should be eatablished to estimate future manpower requirements
focusing particular)y on higher rate of unemployment opportunities. In this connection,
establishment of <Job-Bank-System’ and ‘Employment exchange’ as in USA and

India is essential.

8. In order to reduce the level of dropout another effective device

is that there should be expansion of morning and evening classes at every level.
This will be conducive to ‘earning and learning’ objective. Specially.in Urban areas
like Kathmandu, Biratnagar etc. many students dropout because they look for job

opportunities. There will be significant reduction in the size of dropout if morning

and evening classes are extended at each level and Campus.

9. Expansion of physical facilities such as health and hostel, is another effective med'i‘ép ’
to reduce ths Jevel of dropout. In some of the Campuses, there is no clinical lodging

facilities which would affect students desire to continue higher education.

10. The Institue of Humanities and Social Sciences should constitute a body to develop

and thaintain accepted design collect relevant data form various campuses regarding
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enrollmeut, students appeared in examination and dropout. Lack of accurate data is

detrimental to assess the size of droput popoulation. Besides there is problem of

examination records which are not kept in uniform pattern.

The Government should tiink seriously the problem of educated unempoyed; if
educated persons especially who ate conducting higher level of study either in
morning or in evening cassess should be given employment opportunities such that

increasing rate of dropout at different levels of education could be checked.

It is true that no education system in thc world can emanicipate the problem
of dropout absolutely. But the large dropout population, if not reduced timely in
higher education will not only augment the magnitude of wastage but also may create
adverse situation leading to the collapse of the prevailing education system. The
higher rata of dropout in higher education may retard the level of educational

output which, in turn, affect the level of goods and services available in an economy. |

Therefore it would be wise step for the planners to advocate a pragmatic approach
to check excessive rate of wastage in terms of dropout such that expected loss

‘of trained manpower can be converted into gain. Since human resources are the

wealth of nations, manpower problem should be dealt with their both quantitative

and qualitative dimensions.

Note : The. Nepalese calender years mentioned in this research paper refer according &

2030 as 1974/75, this calender year generally starts from July.
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