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E Introduciion

Geograpipy that deals with space and history dealing with time have
both been early fi-lds of kaowledge. While the frontiers of geography was
much widened by the age of exploration, it became an important discipline
particularly Dllowing the colonialera. And many of the earliest g-ographical
journals were published io countries with some colonial heritage: The first
professional geographical journal, Erde (Zsitschrift der Gesellschaft fur
Frdkunde zu Berting was issued from Berlin in 1853. The then Austrian empire
soon followed with Geographische Gesellschaft in 1857 from Vienna. The
Russian Geogralicheskeo bshehestve 8. 5, 8, R, Izvestiia came out in 1865
iLenisgrad) and ihe itailan Secicta Geografia Haliana Bollettino in 1868
{Romaj. [n the last decade of the 19th century appeared the Tapanese Chigaku
Zasshi in 1382 (Tokyo), the French Anunales de Geoegraphic in 1891 {Paris) apd
the Dritish Geegrapbical Joursal in 1893 (Loadont The first American
geopraphical serics, Natioas! Geographic Magazine, commenced publication
i 1389 (Washington fellawed by the Jourau! of Geograpily}n 1902 (Chicago).
in fnhiy, the Indian Geographical Journal was fiest published in 1926 (Madras)

whils ia China, Acls Svegraphica Siniea eommenced publication in 1934,

By 1971, therewaire 310 geographical journals published in 66 countries!.
Of these countrizs including Hepal, 33 had only one geograpbical journal. In
conformity with its pioneer coniribution (o geowrephy Federal Republic of

¥ Dr. tlawrka Gurung s presently associaled with MALLA TRAVEL &
TOURS 45 an advisor,

1. Chauncy . Harr, sanotated World List of Selected Current Geographical
Serials in Eaglish, French, and German. {University of Chicago, Research
Paper No. 137, Chicago, 1971].
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Geomany had the largast number with 47 geograhical serials, Next came the
LLS. with 28 serials, France 25, U, K. 19 Poland 17 and U.S. S. R, 14, Eastern
Europe with a totai of 53 serials led as block: Poland (17}, Yagoslavia {11},
Hungary {10), G, D. R. (7}, Czechoslovakia (7), Rumania {7) and Bulgaria (4),

The Nepal Geographical Society was established in 1962, It started
the publication of the first geographical journal in Nepal in 1968 and the
annual was approprisiely titled the Himalayan Review. |he inaugural volume
was issued as a special number for the 20st Tnternational Geographical
Congress held in New Deliii in December 1968, Since then the H.R. has heen
published regulaily but for the two breaks in 1969 and 1973, Tt must be consi-
dered a noteworthy offortin the light of the high mortality and marbidity of
most professonal rucnals in Nepal, The present article is an atlempr o review
the progress and contrut of The Himalayar Review during its first decade of

nublication,

1, Shave and Size

The H, R. hasseep three changes in its editorial board: covering the
rerinds V68-T2 1273 74 aad 1575 to-date. It has also mwierpons changes in
fermat from the initial pocket-kook size to a largzer one and since 1973-74,
i native Mepalese paper b veplaced polished paper as the cover poge. The
of the iauraa!l had decizased inihe number of the peves. The el five

ge ol 54 puges while the last four averace only 53 puges,

<hie

Parues hat we avers
The vumter of orvieles s shuilarly decreased with an average of only four in
Fle Lart four issues, The wmdev-nourishment of the ¥R will probably be

arsrce ef ancther serizl, Geogranlies! bongaal of

L

sige At 17721 Uhe contributers to the luter bwirnai are not

trose who owecs tone aaese qied owith HL, R but two nembers of
Lonrd are commaon to both journals. These is adso some correlation

ive ioon sise of the lotter volames with subsianting Jecrease

wnt maierink mparad {0 nine items in fe irst voluole,

volime, Anaiher s o

[

A oady srbiseinest L the jest

15 o1 s featie

fvoths oonstant prisz ol e jeurari althourll papsr ond om

have aone ap by asany telur tungs  over the last decade.
price of Rs. I} quoied in the first issuve has remained unchanged but for
the foretgn couuines (5 1 io S 2.30),

2, Published by Geography Instruction Committee, Tribhuvan Univers:ty,
Kirtipur.
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HI. Contributers

The nine volumes of H. R. pubiished during the ten yearperiod
1968-78 include 45 articles and 16 book reviews slong with news about
activities of the Nepal Geographical Society. Tn all 25 contibuters were respon
sible- for the articles and book reviews. Among the contributers, seven were
fareigners and the rest were Nepalese. And five contributers were non-geoorap-
hers representing other disciplines such as anthropelogy, architeclure, metecro-
logv ornithology and archecalogy. Among the most frequent contributers to
the journal were C, B, Shrestha with 6articles, S, L. Amatya (5). Harka Gurung
(4yand U. M Mulla {3). Ratn1 8. Rana, Mohin N. Shrestha, § I Shrestha
and R. K. Shrestha had two articles each. U. M. Malla and Harka Gurung
ceased to contribute articles beyond 1972 and S. L. Amatya followed suit
in 1973/74, The poincer Nepalese geography teacher, J. B, S. Burathokey,
published only one article (1968) and he passed away in 1974." Nins other
younger geographers contributed one article each. Among the Nepalese
contributers, five each were trainned in India and U, S., fourin U. K.
and one in Nepal Of the 25 contributers, |7 were Ph. D.'s while six had
no teaching association.

¥, Content-by theme

The articles published in H. R. have been classified by theme and
aspect in Chart !. Bach article is given acumulative number and placed
under the relevant aspect according to its emphasis. They have 1hus been
categorised inte sixtesn major and minor geographical aspects. From the
point of view of major aspects of geography, 1! deal with Cuitural and
Social Geography, 10 deal with Economic Geogrphy and only seven rertain
to Physical Geography, [f we examine the 45 articles by further susiomatic
aspects, the pattern is as follows, Regional description and plsnuing lead
the field with 18 contributions, These include 4 countrywide and 3 lacal
deseriptions and 3 regional planning studies. Urban geography and thesretical
model com: nsxt with five urticles each, Among the acticles in urbun lield.
one refers to urbinisation trend in Nepal and only one deals on & specitic
Nepaiese town (Bhaktapur!, Three other urban studies concern places as
distant as Sultanpur in (J. P. and Coatbridge and Glasgpow in U. K The
contributions reluted io methodology are all in the nature of theoretical
models and remain the exclusive preserve of geographers trained in U). §.

3. Obituary by M. S. Manandharin H. R. vol. VII (1975}, p. 46-47.
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Thev deal with game theory, stochastic model, diffusion of innovation
and simulation of ecnergy crisis.

Of the four articles in field of agricultural geography. three arz
by the same anilhor. The aspects described are crop distribution, cash crops,
crop combination and factorial amalysis of agricultural pattern, Land Uise,
Geom-nphology, Setilement (rural) and Cultural aspects have three articles
each, Ceontributions on land use refer to Nepal in general and Nala und
Khandbari in  particular. Geomorphology is represented by articles on
landscape vsttern of Nepal and details of Pekhara and Kathmandn valleys.
Articics on Matwan Chhetos, rolating credit and Kathmandu architecture zli
wilh cuitural emphasis are coatributions by non-geographers.

There ars two articles on climatology. One deals with Nepal in general
and th: othzr relers specifically to Kathmandu valley. There is one article
each represenling physical zoogeography, transport, commerce, peopulations,
politcial and hisiorical peography.

Y. Content by-zrea

Description of various gzographical aspects of Nepal asa whole is
he recurrent theme of most  articles published in I R. There are 19
arricles thay pertain to different aspects of Nepal ranging from laods-
gine i foreign frade, While ithose dealing with crops, birds, education
and socis-zconomic 1mablancs yield a definite regional pattern other themes
such as population. trunsport and gzopolitics provide a more gencral overview.

‘There are only seven arficles that deal with snecific arens, These
sigsdwes ure piotted lozation in Chart 2 representing Nepal ina regional
matriv. e chart o e sanseition of zeographicai-planning regions wherchy
Mostaad: p M ovmtaing, T Sr Hills, P for Plains and FW for Far West. W
foar Western, C for Conteal, B for Evvrera and XV for Kathmanda valley, Thesg
the arca sludies bvregions comes 1o:

FWH — 2
WM =1
WH =1

Ccit — 3

= 6
2

T

KV =
EH =
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The chart clearly shows great dispartiy in coverage among the regions. For
example, the entire Plain or Tarai region stil! remains terra incognita as far
as Nepalese geographical research is concerned. ven regarding the Mountain
region, the three contributions deal not with orography or glaciology bui
soctal anthropology., The largest number of area specific articles deal with
Kathmandu valley which covers only 0. 4 per cent of {he total area of the
country, The articles on Kathmandu vailey are related to climate, seomorph-
logv, setticment, agricultare and architecture,

The next area of concentration is the eastern part of Central Hiils
coterminous with Kathmandu valley, It has tarze ‘articles dealing with
land use in Nala, descripation of Palanchok and system of central places
along the Arniko Highway. The Far Western Mountains and Bastern Hiils
have two articles each., While the contributions on Chaudbise Dara ard
Matwali Chhetri of the Far Weast were the by-product of a mountaineering
expedition to Kanjiroba Himal, the two articles on Khandbari in the
Eastern Wills were the result of an in-depth study in smail arex develop-
meni. The lone article about Western Mountain {rotating credit) and
Western Hills (Pokhara gomorphology) weie both the outcome of field studjzs
for docteral dissertation. One article dealing with agricultural putllern covers
the entire Far Western region.

Y, Observations.

Most of the contribations in the H. H, belong o the ooivges of

economic and calturyl zeography, Among Uhe nemio cns srisios hat oo
with cconomic aspoct, there are at feast seven fhoo m U T N
appied geography ot are refuted to developmer: ol TSSENET
i« OD ODT HBNGITI T SORNOMIC P ey R e e ]
tridde of manefEeledng or UHERL AnetBer Lo Core o e !
contosy nowinch wepect one 0l T Lo s
wis publishsd.s
The varswus aspeets of Phivsical Gevgranhy o uot oeiv poorl Torion

nezg but mauy sre entirely lacking. For cxsinple, heie are no
on zeoiogy, glwdelray and plant gecpraphy in which leld foreivn rosearche

4 C B Tavior, A meodical survey of the Kali Craadaki and Polbara
Vaileys of Centrazl Nepal”, Geograpeical Review, vol, XLV (3500, p. 421-17,



Chart 1:

Classification by Aspect

" Geographical Vol. Vol. 11111 Vol IV. Vol. v
Aspect 1968 1969-70 1971 ' 1972
1. Regional 1. Nepal 7. Nepal 12, Nepal 20, Nepal
(General) (Regionali- (crop (education)
sation) production)
2. Palanchok also item 21
(description) 13, Chaudbise
(description)
2. Physical 3. Nepal
Himalayas
3. Geomor- 8. Pokhara 14, Nepal
phelogy valley 15, Kathmandu
valley
4. Climatology 4. Kathmandu
5. Zoo- ' 16. Distribution
geography of birds
6. Land Use 9, Nala
7. Agri- 5. Crop distri- also item 12
culture bution 21. Cashcrop
distribution
algo item 23
8. Settlement
9. Urban 6. Bhaktapur 17. Coatbridge
10. Transport
11. Commerce
12. Population
13. Political
14. Cultural 18. Matwali 22, Reotating
Chhetri credit
15. Historical 23. Agricuiture
{Kathmandu}
16. Theore- 10, Game 19, Spatial
tical Model theory choice
11. Stochastic maodel
No. of Articles & 5 8 4
Book Reviews 5 3 1 -
Pages 88 26 84 12
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Chart 2 : Locational Studies by Region

FW W c E
FWM WM CM EM
13, 18 22
FWH WH CH IH
2
8 KY 9 34, 35
4, 6,15 , 24
23, 40, 43
FWP WP CP EP

Note : The article numbers are according te Chart 1.

have done much woik in Nepal. Inspite of the numerous contributions
oit land use and agricultural subjects, there 1s no article on pedology or

irriyation. It is understaadable that peographersin a landlocked country

Lave not dealt oceanography, But it is surprising that in a country imbued
with some of the largest fiimalavan rivers of tremendous hydropower and
irrigation poetential, geographers have veat te turn to hydrography or water
TIROUICES.

Although the H. R. has published numerous maps related to various
ariicles and even including a map supplement, there 1s no article on
gartreranhy. Many regional asd thematic maps of Nepal have been published
during the period uwnder review am! vet there are no refreuces to these
in the articles or reviews. Similarly lacking are any contribution related
to field method or methodology concerning the discipline.




52 The Himalavan Review

VII. Suggestive Note

The Himalayan Review has undergone various transformations in format
since its first publication. The size and format should be kept uniform
and the average of four articles since vol. VII (1975) needsto be considerably
expanded. The size of the journal can be increased by incorporating a
separate section that gives summaries and news of significant current
researches in fields related to geogruphy. This may involve translating seme
materials in foreign lanpuages.

There has been over-emphasis on centributions regarding Kathmandu
Valley while other larger regions have been neglected., This situation needs
to be rectified by publishing more articles on other areas. The editorial board
should not only publish what it receives but also pursue or even commission co-
ntributions on impoertant themes and lesser known areas. Although the frequ-
cncy of articles on applied geography seems satisfactory, there should be more
avenues for articles concerning current issues such as water resources,
environmental stress, land use change, population dynamics and air
transportation. More contributions by scholars in related fields need to
be published in order to affect cross-fertiliation while articles of joint
authorship among researchers in different disciplines could be encouraged
to promote inter-disciplinary approach.

The Himalayan Review does not refer to many books on Nepal
of much geographical significance published since 1968, The section on
book reviews should be considerably expanded. Similarly, there shouid
be more reviews and notices regarding new maps of Nepal.
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