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Abstract:   

Hyperlinking is an essential component of manuscript writing that helps readers, authors, reviewers, and 
editors navigate the online content. Correct hyperlinking enhances the quality, accessibility, and credibility 
of the manuscript. This editorial summarizes an easy way to add hyperlinks to the references, which would 
be helpful in manuscript writing. 
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Editorial processing of manuscripts before 
publication includes complex steps, some 
automated and some manual, requiring skilled 
decisions for accuracy and creativity.1,2 Accuracy 
for referencing, the format and styles include 
hyperlinking to the source to ensure its 
authenticity and contribute to the citing metrics 
to expand the bibliographic data to the digital 
platform of online literature search and 
publications. This is also to ensure that authors 
have indeed looked for the source, gone through 
its content and scrutinized the accuracy of the 
cited reference list for completeness, accuracy 
and formatting as required by the journal.3,4 

During the preparation of the manuscript, 
authors must give equal priority to the accuracy 
of citations and reference lists similar to the 
main text of the article.5-7 Hyperlinking to the 
source helps readers, reviewers, and editors 
verify the source with a simple click. Failing to 
cite accurately or inappropriately cited 
references, including the wrong citation, is more 
than sloppy writing and adds to the misconduct, 
which may be intentional or unintentional, 
commonly seen while copy-pasting references 
from the articles without going to the source and 
reading full text before listing them during the 
preparation of the manuscript.8 This has become 
mandatory in recent years, and a majority of 
journals require authors to provide hyperlinks to 
the source for the ease of locating cited 
references via hyperlinking. Thus, correct 
hyperlinking is necessary and a basic 
requirement for authors, reviewers and editors.9 
This may not be the cause of desk rejection, 
however accuracy of the references is important 
for acceptance and publication of the 
manuscript.10-12  

The basic concept of the internet, as we know, is 
the interconnection of computers, the WWW, 
i.e., World Wide Web, to connect and make 
documents accessible via hyperlinks to the 
contents available on the web. The code hidden 
in the hyperlinked text is visible by hovering the 
cursor (mouse) on it and clicking on the 
hyperlink will open the source.9,13-15 This brief 
editorial aims to summarize in order to help 

stakeholders, authors, reviewers and editors, 
especially the authors, to familiarize themselves 
with the steps for hyperlinking references to the 
source. These are easy 10 steps for adding and 
hyperlinking URL, DOI, etc. for journal article 
listed in reference or in articles submitted to a 
journal.16 There are many ways to hyperlink the 
reference, and there are many styles of how to 
do it to meet the requirements of the journal. 
This video may also help us learn how to create 
a hyperlink for cited references.16 This is one of 
the easy ways that facilitate the process of 
hyperlinking references while preparing a 
manuscript for a journal article or another 
document. 
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