EDITORIAL

The international conference on solar radiation and aerosol (ICSRA) was held on
April 2011 in Kathmandu, Nepal. Over 30 papers were presented at the conference,
covering the topics of solar radiation, aerosols and climate change. Abstracts of these
papers are available in the proceeding booklet published by solar radiation and
aerosol in Himalayan region (SAHR), NUFU funded project, Institute of
Engineering, Tribhuvan University and also in the website: www.ioe.edu.np.sahr.
Following the conference, the authors were invited to submit their papers for this
special issue. Because of the time limitations, not all the papers presented at the
conference were submitted. The papers in this issue have survived the Journal of
Institute of Engineering review process and represent the latest research in the field
of solar radiation and aerosols.
The idea for the special issue devoted to ICSRA was decided in conference advisory
committee meeting held on 13th April 2011. The support by the project coordinator,
Prof. Berit Kjeldstad, was crucial to the success of the conference and to the success
of this special issue. It is pleasure to acknowledge the Norwegian Programme for
Development, Research and Education (NUFU) for financial support under the
project “Spatial and Seasonal Variation in Solar Radiation and Aerosol
Concentrations and Compositions in Urban and Rural Sites in Himalayan Region”.
The success of this issue is the result of many anonymous reviewers, who gave
numerous hours to the careful evaluation of their colleagues’ papers. I would like to
give special thanks to these reviewers. The special acknowledge goes to the president
of Teacher’s association, Pulchowk Campus chapter, Dr. Tri Ratna Bajracharya who
has given the consent for the publication of this issue. I also thank my editorial
assistants Dr. Binod Kumar Bhattarai, Mr. Jayandra Raj Shrestha, and Mr. Suranjan
Sharma for managing the review process and for ensuring that this issue appears on
time.

