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(Reviewer’s note - Before I start, I would like
to share what made me write this review. Prof.
Alan Maley, a famous name in the field of
creative writing, requested me in one of his
emails whether it is possible to write and
publish a review on the book, ‘Integrating
global issues in the creative English language
classroom: With reference to the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals’,
edited by Alan Maley and Nik Peachey in the
journal of NELTA this year. I was in a dilemma;
do I write or not? To write a review means to
read a whole book first. In the capacity of the
president, I was full of responsibilities with the
preparation for the 23rd International
Conference of NELTA (2018). In addition, it
is a very special year as NELTA is celebrating
its 25 years, the silver jubilee of NELTA.

Finally, I responded to him positively and
requested him to send me the book. Prof. Maley
sent me a soft-copy of the book and suggested
to get me a hard copy from the British Council
(BC) Nepal, which I did. I would like to express
sincere thanks to British Council for providing
a copy of this book which is not available in
the market, though it is available online. Then
I tried my luck and started in a snail pace. I
went through the book. I found it interesting
and very useful for the teachers. Whatever I
got insights from the book are sincerely
presented below)

English Language Teaching (ELT) today is
not just teaching the English language but
opening a window to the world through
which learners can see and learn many
things which are not found in their ‘world’,
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but which are essential for them to be
successful in their life-struggle. The main
aim of ELT is undoubtedly to enable learners
to communicate with the English speaking
people, but with the passing time, its
functions have grown into many –from
being able to communicate in English to
knowing what’s happening in the world,
from getting a job easily to develop critical
thinking, from helping alleviate poverty to
connect oneself with the World. It is
difficult, almost impossible, to get
recognition for one’s work, scientific or
literary without English. The volume edited
by Maley and Peachey is therefore a
welcome addition to additional functions
of ELT.

As the title of the book suggests, it deals
with the United Nations 17 sustainable
development goals (SDGs) viz. 1. No
Poverty 2. Zero Hunger 3. Good Health and
Well-Being 4. Quality Education 5. Gender
Equality 6. Clean Water and Sanitation 7.
Affordable and Clean Energy 8. Decent
Work and Economic Growth 9. Industry
Innovation and Infrastructure 10. Reduced
Inequalities 11. Sustainable Cities and
Communities 12. Responsible Consumption
and Production 13. Climate Action 14. Life
below Water 15. Life on Land 16. Peace,
Justice and Strong Institutions and 17.
Partnerships for the Goals. The book
contains 22 sections which means that they
go beyond the 17 SDGs which have been
dealt with in 2-20 sections. The first and the
last sections cover the whole range of SDGs,
rather than just one. In addition to the fact
that the sections introduce SDGs, they do
it with creative activities, and try to
promote critical thinking.

Each section of the book has a uniform
design. They start with ‘Introduction’
which introduces the reader to the concept
of the topic to be taught and other useful
information about how to use the activities.
Introduction is followed by Activities

which are subdivided into aims, language
focus, SDG focus (except the first one),
creative focus, preparation, and procedure.
Some of them have additional ideas such
as materials or worksheet, resources and
references. This uniformity in format is
certainly very helpful to the teachers who
wish to use the activities. Under the sub-
headings, creative focus, the level, the age
of the learner and the estimated time for
the activity are provided to help teachers.
One very good thing about all these sections
is that they are not theories and principles
related stuffs, instead they are all practical
activities which can be used in the
classroom. They can easily be adopted and/
or adapted by the teachers to suit their
contexts.

The volume is certainly good, however in
countries like Nepal, teachers need to be
made aware of why they should worry
about these UNO SDGs issues rather than
‘stick to language teaching’ as they ‘can’t
change the world’. In some cases, teachers
are often limited with the syllabuses,
textbooks and school administration. This
is important to let the learners be aware of
these important issues along with the
prescribed curriculum. The volume
maintains to promote creativity, critical
thinking and leadership skills. Sometimes,
the aims of the activities seem to be broad
and their measurability can be questioned.
In one section entitled ‘Sustainable Goal 2:
End Hunger, Achieve Food Security...’
(page no 35) in Activity 5, last instruction
goes like: Ask another teacher to...which
confuses the readers if this is for teaching
learners or training teachers. Some sections
deal with downloading materials which
may not be possible in the majority of
schools in Nepal and may be many other
parts of the world too. However, a creative
teacher can think of the many other choices
in their context.

All in all, the volume is worth-reading and
useful (adopting/adapting) as all the
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sections are practical to teachers to act. The
editors, Alan Maley and Nik Peachey both
are well-known names in the ELT
community and their experiences are
reflected on the pages of the volume. They
contain practical activities with clear
instructions followed by worksheets
wherever necessary. At a personal level, I
enjoyed the book which made me think that
I am not only an English teacher to teach
English language but a ‘teacher’ to try a bit
to help this world a better place. I am sure,
English teachers can make a difference once
they go through this book and use it
appropriately in their own context.
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