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Ocular trauma in children

Prevalence of the glaucomas in Nepal
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Dear Editor,

I read the article titled ““ Profile of the glaucomas
and intervention in a large eye care center in South
East Nepal” by Sarkar S et al (2010). The authors
deserve special congratulations for presenting such
a large hospital database. They have rightly pointed
out that the hospital prevalence of primary angle
closure glaucoma (PACG) is higher than that of the
primary open angle glaucoma (POAG). The reason
for this is the sudden-onset nature of the angle closure
glaucoma associated with pain and visual impairment.
A community survey of glaucoma would have shown
the exact picture of the glaucoma prevalence.

The authors state that there is no reported study on
the prevalence of glaucoma from South East Nepal
(Sarkar S et al 2010). However, according to a

community survey by Sah RP et al (2007) in the
same region the prevalence of POAG is 0.9 % and
the POAG is more prevalent than the PACG. It would
be interesting if the barriers in getting the patients
with the POAG to the hospital were explored.

The article by Sarkar S et al (2010) has definitely
contributed to our understanding of the magnitude
and severity of glaucoma blindness in the region.
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