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Abstract
Availability and higher gasoline price have attracted the attention of researchers towards
alternative fuels. Plastic is produced from the byproduct of gasoline products, which possesses
a higher possibility of recycling the waste plastic as an alternative fuel. Research conducted
on plastic fuel shows that a diesel engine can run with 100% plastic oil. The present work is
focused on the effect of distilled plastic oil on the cetane index as the cetane index is a major
fuel property of diesel that affects the ignition quality and exhaust emissions of the engine.
For the measurement of the cetane index, two standards are followed and they are ASTM
D4737 and ASTM D976. It is found that Crude plastic oil produced from thermal pyrolysis of
waste plastic possesses a wide variety of hydrocarbon i.e. lower to higher hydrocarbon. From
the fractional distillation of crude plastic oil at three temperature ranges 200◦ C, 290◦ Cand
up to the final boiling point, it gave petrol grade oil and diesel grade oil (both low and high
grade). Also, it was found that the recovery of distilled high-grade plastic oil is higher than
other distilled crude plastic oil. Along with this, crude plastic oil, as well as high-grade plastic
oil, have a higher cetane index than the diesel available in the market. Similarly, blending
diesel with high-grade plastic oil up to 20% by volume and with low-grade plastic oil up to
10% by volume increases the cetane index of fuel.
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Abbreviations and acronyms

1. Introduction

CI

: Cetane Index

CN

: Cetane Number

Plastics are made from natural and organic materials
mostly by crude oil. Petroleum products such as naphtha, gasoline, diesel, kerosene, and lubricants are obtained by employing the crude oil to fractional distillation chamber in an oil refinery. Plastics are generally
made from the residue of fractional distillation. Recycling plastic is a usable process for converting products
formed from petroleum waste into more useful products
such as gasoline, diesel, kerosene, and heavy oil [1].
Plastic waste is one of many types of wastes that take
too long to decompose. Normally plastic takes up to
1000 years to decompose in landfills areas. The major
landfilling sites aren’t only hampering the quality of
land but also creating a harmful effect on human beings
as well as on animals. The increasing consumption of
petroleum products leads to the shortage of crude oil
and there is uncertainty in the price of crude in the international market which affects the national economy

HGPO : High Grade Plastic Oil
LGPO : Low Grade Plastic Oil
DCN

: Derived Cetane Number

5LGPO : Blend of LGPO with diesel 5% by volume
10HGPO : Blend of HGPO with diesel 10% by volume
10LGPO : Blend of LGPO with diesel 10% by volume
15HGPO : Blend of HGPO with diesel 15% by volume
20HGPO : Blend of HGPO with diesel 20% by volume
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[2].
Pyrolysis is a thermochemical process that occurs when
the amount of oxygen required for complete combustion is significantly low or in the absence of oxygen [1].
There are two types of pyrolysis, one is thermal pyrolysis and another is catalytic pyrolysis. Thermal pyrolysis
means employing heat directly to the furnace and condensing the vapor while catalytic pyrolysis is passing the
vapor from the furnace to the catalyst and condensing
the vapor. Thermal Pyrolysis processes are classified
into three classes, low, medium, and high temperatures
pyrolysis based on the temperature range used to destroy
plastic structure [3]. The temperature corresponding
defining the pyrolysis states are, for low thermal pyrolysis temperature ranges less than or equal to 600◦ C,
while for medium thermal pyrolysis temperature range is
600–800°C and for high-temperature thermal pyrolysis,
the temperature is greater than 800◦ C [4]. The products
obtained from the thermal pyrolysis of plastics depend
on many factors. Some of the factors are the type of
plastics feed, temperatures employed, feeding chamber
arrangement, pyrolysis time, reactor type, and condensation unit arrangement [5, 6]. Pyrolysis performed at
low-temperature favors liquid products production and
pyrolysis performed at high-temperature favors gaseous
products. With the rise of temperature from 460◦ C, the
yield of gases increases significantly. Thermal pyrolysis
of various types of plastics at 600◦ C yields a mixture
of hydrocarbon gas consisting of alkane, alkadines, and
alkenes with carbon number up to C53 [7]. Thermal
pyrolysis of plastic waste produced maximum crude
plastic oil which is 80.8%, non-condensable gases 13%,
and char 6.2%, while catalytic pyrolysis of plastic waste
decreased the crude plastic oil yields to 54% for natural
zeolite and 50% for synthetic zeolite [8].
Cetane number is one of the important fuel properties
which shows the ignition quality of fuel. Accurate measurement of cetane number is a difficult process that
requires a special Cooperative Fuel Research (CFR)
engine where the test is performed under a standard
test condition. For calculation of cetane number, a mixture of hydrocarbon which includes cetane (hexadecane)
and isooctane (2, 2, 4, 4, 6, 8, 8-heptamethylnonane)
is determined by gas chromatography and mass spectrometry. This hydrocarbon affects the ignition delay of
the engine [9]. Determining cetane number requires a
complex test engine and highly skilled operators which
is a costly method. As an alternative to cetane number, a
correlation method was used in the late 1990s where derived cetane number was measured on a constant volume
combustion chamber [10, 11]. Instead of measuring
cetane number, ignition delay and ignition timing were
measured by the constant volume combustion chamber.
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Software of ignition quality tester converted the value
of ignition delay and ignition timing into derived cetane
number [12]. Blends of cetane number improvers such
as 2-ethylhexyl nitrate, 2-methoxyethyl ether, and cyclohexyl nitrate having high cetane number when used
with diesel shorten the ignition delay, reduces the NOx
emission, increases the cylinder pressure and net heat
releases but increases the HC and CO concentration
[13, 14].
In the alternative of cetane number, determining the
cetane index is an easy and cheap method. Cetane index
is calculated by using two fuel properties i.e. density
and distillation range of the fuel. There are various
methods for determining the cetane index based on the
imperial unit used and how many distillation points
are used. Commonly used methods are: ASTM D4737,
which uses density and distillation recovery at 10% 50%,
and 90% of the sample, and ASTM D976, which uses
density and distillation recovery at 50% of the sample
[15].
Crude plastic oil composes hydrocarbon from shorter
chain to longer chain, aromatic hydrocarbon, cycloalkanes, olefins, and organic compounds. The crude oil is
allowed to fractional distillation at three temperature
ranges i.e. 200◦ C, 290◦ C, and up to the final boiling
point. Distilled plastic oil up to 290◦ C is regarded as
High-grade plastic oil (HGPO) and from 290◦ C to final boiling point as low-grade plastic oil (LGPO) and
their corresponding blends with diesel as blends of highgrade plastic oil with diesel (BHGPO) and blends of
low-grade plastic oil with diesel (BLGPO). Volumetric
blending was performed to blend the HGPO and LGPO
with diesel. Effects of the blends of HGPO and LGPO
on the cetane index are investigated by following two
standards i.e. ASTM D976 and ADTM D4737.

2. Material and methods
2.1. Crude oil production
Crude plastic oil is produced in a one kg batch reactor
at a temperature of 450◦ C. The crude oil contains some
fraction of char. The crude oil is allowed to pass through
a sinter glass setup of filtration to remove unwanted char
from the crude oil. One kg batch reactor for thermal
pyrolysis is shown in Figure 1.

2.2. Fractional distillation
Fractional distillation by ASTM D86.
• The initial boiling point (IBP) is the temperature
measured in thermometer at which the first drop
of condensed vapor coming from the lower end
of the condenser tube is noted. Lower IBP shows
the presence of lower hydrocarbon in the sample.
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2.3. Cetane index calculation

Figure 1: Pyrolysis batch reactor.
• The final boiling point (FBP) is the temperature in
the thermometer at which the temperature starts to
drop in the thermometer despite increasing heat.

Cetane index is an indicator of the ignition quality of
diesel in an internal combustion engine which can be
calculated from density and distillation data. One of
the very popular techniques of fractional distillation is
ASTM D86 and Density at 15◦ C is D1298. There are
various methods for determining the cetane index of
diesel. One of the methods is ASTM D976, where CI
is calculated by the results obtained from the density at
15◦ C and mid-boiling temperature of the sample, and
another method is ASTM D4737 which contains four
variables. In this method of calculating the cetane index,
density and distillation recovery temperatures of 10%,
50%, and 90% of the fuel are used.
• ADTM D4737 provide the four variable equation
presented in Equation 1 [16].
CI = 45.2 + 0.0892𝑇 10𝑁

• Percent evaporated is the sum of the percent of
vapor recovered and vapor trapped in the cooling
unit. Lower cooler unit temperature leads to condense the higher hydrocarbon in the cooling tube,
which leads to blocking the cooling pipe.
• Percent recovered is the volume of condensate
vapor collected in the receiving cylinder.
Fractional distillation of 100ml sample was performed
in an apparatus where the thermometer was placed at
the top of the apparatus fitted with a cork. The blub
of the thermometer was placed just above the neck of
the apparatus. The neck of the apparatus leads towards
the cooling channel. From the neck of the apparatus
hot vapor passed to the cooling chamber, where the
vapor was cooled with the help of a chiller. After noting
the IBP, recovery of the condensed vapor was noted
for every 10◦ C till the FBP. The setup of fractional
distillation is shown in Figure 2.

+ (0.0131 + 0.901𝐵)𝑇 50𝑁
+ (0.0523 − 0.420𝐵)𝑇 90𝑁

(1)

2

+ 0.00049[(𝑇 10𝑁) −
(𝑇 90𝑁)2 ] + 107𝐵 + 60𝐵 2
Where,
CI

: Calculated Cetane Index

D

: Density at 15◦ C, g/cm3

DN

: D - 0.85

B

: exp[-3.5DN -1]

T10 N : T10 - 215
T50 N : T50 - 260
T90 N : T90 - 310
T10

: Distillation temperature (◦ C) corresponding to 10% (V/V) recovery

T50

: Distillation temperature (◦ C) corresponding to 50% (V/V) recovery

T90

: Distillation temperature (◦ C) corresponding to 90% (V/V) recovery

• ASTM D976 provide two variable equation which
is presented in Equation 2 [17].
𝐶𝐶𝐼

= 454.74 − 1641.416𝐷
+ 774.74𝐷2 − 0.554𝑇 50
+ 97.803[log (T50)]

Figure 2: Distillation setup

Where,
CCI
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(2)

2

: Calculated Cetane Index
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D

: Density at 15◦ C, g/cm3

T50

: mid-boiling temperature, ◦ C

3. Result
Thermal pyrolysis of waste plastic is done at 450◦ C. The
yield of the crude oil varies from 70-90% depending
upon the type of plastic. The crude oil contains paraffin, petroleum, diesel, kerosene, lubricant, and waxes
hydrocarbon. The presence of waxes and impurities
creates problems in distillation, the crude oil is allowed
to pass through filtration so that amount of waxes and
impurities are reduced. Fractional distillation is done
at 200◦ C, 290◦ C, and 360◦ C. The initial boiling point
and final boiling point are noted to contain wax materials. Recovery of distilled oil is recovered at every
10◦ C.

From Figure 3, it can be observed that lighter hydrocarbon is present in crude plastic oil as the range of the
initial boiling point of crude oil is 80-90◦ C. The crude
oil contains heavier hydrocarbon as the final boiling
point of crude oil is 330◦ C to 336◦ C. So crude plastic
oil is a mixture of both the higher and lighter hydrocarbon.
The distillation range of diesel is 240-360◦ C [18] Fractional distillation is allowed at three different temperatures i.e. 200◦ C, 290◦ C, and up to the final boiling point.
From Figure 4, it can be observed that HGPO gave maximum recovery which is around 43% and recovery of
LGPO is 19.1% by volume.
From Table 1, it can be observed that crude oil and
HGPO have low density than that of diesel i.e. 801
kg/m3 , and the blending of HGPO and LGPO with
diesel decreases the density of blends. Lower density
favors fuel atomization as well as in proper mixing of
air/fuel ratio which affects the energy content of the fuel
dose.
Table 1: Density measurement results of samples
Sample
Crude plastic oil
HGPO
Market Diesel
10BHGPO

Figure 3: IBP and FBP of crude oil in (◦ C)

15BHGPO
20BHGPO
5BLGPO
10BlGPO

Test Method
IS 1448[P16]:
1990 Rev 3rd
IS 1448[P16]:
1990 Rev 3rd
IS 1448[P16]:
1990 Rev 3rd
IS 1448[P16]:
1990 Rev 3rd
IS 1448[P16]:
1990 Rev 3rd
IS 1448[P16]:
1990 Rev 3rd
IS 1448[P16]:
1990 Rev 3rd
IS 1448[P16]:
1990 Rev 3rd

Density
(kg/m3 )
801
801
828.5
826.4
824.8
823.4
827
827.1

As per the IS 1460-2017, the maximum distillation recovery of 95% (V/V) of the tested sample should come
to the temperature of 360◦ C [19]. Crude oil on fractional distillation gave both high and low-grade plastic
oil. From Table 2, it can be observed that 10BHGPO,
15BHGPO, and 20BHGPO contain lower hydrocarbon
as the IBP of these samples are 130.0 ◦ C, 132.00 ◦ C,
130.0 ◦ C, 127.0 ◦ C and 125.0 ◦ C respectively. Recovery of these blends of HGPO and LGPO are above
95%.
Figure 4: Distillation recovery of crude oil in ml
R. L. Karn et al. / JIEE 2021, Vol. 4, Issue 2.

From Figures 5, 6 and 7, it can be observed that all
the blends of HGPO and low-grade plastic oil follow
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Table 2: Distillation result of samples as per ASTM D86

Sample
Diesel
Crude oil
HGPO
10BHGPO
15BHGPO
20BHGPO
5BLGPO
10BLGPO

10% (V/V)
recovery
Temperature ( ◦ C)

50% (V/V)
recovery
Temperature (◦ C)

90% (V/V)
recovery
Temperature (◦ C)

Recovery (%)

170.30
136.70
195.59
166.78
167.71
167.86
172.61
173.02

248.48
237.34
244.98
248.39
250.74
246.30
247.56
256.00

311.60
312.25
299.78
316.07
318.89
318.78
311.32
312.79

98.5
98.00
98.5
98
98
98.5
98
97

IBP (◦ C)

FBP (◦ C)

140.00
88.20
156.00
130.00
132.00
130.00
127.00
125.00

336.00
322.40
322.00
338.00
340.00
340.00
336.00
333.00

Figure 5: ASTM D976 distillation curve of Diesel, crude plastic oil and HGPO
a similar distillation pattern as that of diesel. There is
only a marginal difference in the recovery temperature
of these blends. Crude plastic oil contains lower hydrocarbon, the recovery temperature before 60% recovery
(V/V) is lower than that of diesel. With HGPO, distillation recovery temperature before 62% recovery (V/V)
is higher than that of diesel. This is because HGPO is
the distilled plastic oil obtained from crude oil from the
temperature range of 200◦ C to 290◦ C.
By calculating the cetane index from the four-variable
and two variable equation, it was found that distilled
fractions of plastic oil on blending with diesel increases
the cetane index of fuel. The calculated values of all
blends of plastic oil with diesel and other fractional
distillates of plastic oil are shown in Table 3.
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Table 3: Calculated Cetane index of plastic oil and its
blends with diesel
Sample
Crude plastic oil
HGPO
Market Diesel
10BHGPO
15BHGPO
20BHGPO
5BLGPO
10BlGPO

Cetane Index
ASTM ASTM
D4737
D976
56.49
57.40
61.49
59.58
48.63
50.10
49.36
50.83
50.55
52.02
50.16
51.36
49.14
50.39
50.89
52.22
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Figure 6: ASTM D86 distillation curve of Diesel, 10BHGPO, 15BHGPO and 20BHGPO

Figure 7: ASTM D86 distillation curve of Diesel, 5BLGPO and 10BLGPO

4. Discussion
Plastic oil has a greater possibility of being used as an
alternative fuel in a diesel engine. Recovery of highgrade plastic oil obtained from fractional distillation at
a temperature range from 200◦ C to 290◦ C has a higher
recovery rate. The cetane index of HGPO which was
calculated from ASTMD D4737 and ASTM D976 was
found higher than the diesel, this may be due to the
presence of lower hydrocarbon in HGPO. Blends of
HGPO and LGPO show a greater cetane index than
diesel. Hence, an increase in the cetane index has a positive impact on engine combustion. As per the IS 1460R. L. Karn et al. / JIEE 2021, Vol. 4, Issue 2.

2017 standard, plastic oil, HGPO, blends of HGPO and
LGPO showed the maximum recovery before 360◦ C,
and the density of all the samples was in the range of
diesel. Higher cetane index, density, and recovery from
the fractional distillation of the test aided a satisfactory result in the justification of using plastic oil and its
blends as an alternative to diesel.

5. Conclusion
The purpose of this study is to investigate the effect of
blends of distilled plastic pyrolysis oil with diesel on the
cetane index. In addition to the cetane index, the study
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also focused on distillation temperature and distillation
recovery of crude plastic oil. The conclusion of the
study on plastic pyrolysis oil and its effect on the cetane
index is as follows:
• Plastic pyrolysis oil contains hydrocarbon ranging
from lower to higher hydrocarbon. The initial
boiling point of crude plastic oil is 88.2◦ C
• On fractional distillation, both high and low-grade
distill plastic to oil is obtained. The recovery of
high-grade plastic oil is higher than the low-grade
plastic oil.
• Crude Plastic oil and HGPO have a higher cetane
index than diesel.
• Blends of high-grade plastic oil with diesel up to
20% by volume and blends of low-grade plastic
oil diesel up to 10% by volume show a high cetane
index of the fuel which improves the combustion
characteristics of the engine.

[7]
[8]

[9]

[10]

[11]

[12]

6. Acknowledgment
We express our appreciation and gratefulness to Dr. Rabindra Prashad Dhakal for giving the access to the Bioenergy Laboratory of Nepal Academy of Science and
Technology (NAST). We are thankful to the Nepal Bureau of Standards and Metrology (NBSM) where work
of fractional distillation and determining the fuel property was conducted. Mr. Binod Yadav, Er. Tika Pokhrel
and Er. Ranjan Nepal deserves special credit as they
helped at NBSM. We would like to express our sincere
gratitude to the University Grant Commission for funding the research on plastic oil through Small RDI grants
-75/76-Engg-3.

[13]

References

[16]

[1] Aburas H, Bafail A, Demirbas A. The pyrolizing of waste
lubricating oil (WLO) into diesel fuel over a supported calcium oxide additive[J/OL]. Petroleum Science and Technology, 2015, 33(2): 226-236. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/
10916466.2014.973604.
[2] EIA (U.S. Energy Information Administration). International
Energy statistics[EB/OL]. 2016. http://www.eia.gov/beta/
international/analysis.cfm?iso=BRA.
[3] JH H. Low temperature pyrolysis for feedstock preparation[M]//
Recycling and Recovery of Plastics. Munich, Germany: Carl
Hanser Verlang, 1996: 422-433.
[4] Armenise S, SyieLuing W, Ramírez-Velásquez J M, et al. Plastic waste recycling via pyrolysis: A bibliometric survey and
literature review[J/OL]. Journal of Analytical and Applied Pyrolysis, 2021, 158: 105265. https://linkinghub.elsevier.com/
retrieve/pii/S0165237021002515. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.jaap.2021.105265.
[5] Shelly S, Fouhy K, Moore S. Plastics reborn[J]. Chemical
engineering, 1992, 99(7): 30-35.
[6] Kaminsky W. Possibilities and limits of pyrolysis: volume 57[M/OL]. Huthig and Wepf, 1992: 145-160. https://

R. L. Karn et al. / JIEE 2021, Vol. 4, Issue 2.

[14]

[15]

[17]

[18]

[19]

onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/masy.19920570113. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1002/masy.19920570113.
Williams P T, Williams E A. Interaction of plastics in mixedplastics pyrolysis[J/OL]. Energy and Fuels, 1999, 13(1): 188196. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1021/ef980163x.
Rehan M, Miandad R, Barakat M A, et al. Effect of zeolite
catalysts on pyrolysis liquid oil[J/OL]. International Biodeterioration and Biodegradation, 2017, 119: 162-175. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ibiod.2016.11.015.
Dooley S, Won S H, Heyne J, et al. The experimental evaluation of a methodology for surrogate fuel formulation to emulate gas phase combustion kinetic phenomena[J/OL].
Combustion and Flame, 2012, 159
(4): 1444-1466. https://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/
pii/S001021801100349X.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.combustflame.2011.11.002.
Ryan T W, Stapper B. Diesel Fuel Ignition Quality as Determined in a Constant Volume Combustion Bomb[M/OL]// SAE
Technical Papers. 1987. https://www.sae.org/content/870586/.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4271/870586.
Datschefski G, Rickeard D J. Diesel Fuel Ignition Quality
Measurement by a Constant Volume Combustion Test[J/OL].
SAE Technical Papers, 1993, 932743. https://www.sae.org/
content/932743/. DOI: https://doi.org/10.4271/932743.
Allard L N, Hole N J, Webster G D, et al. Diesel Fuel Ignition
Quality as Determined in the Ignition Quality Tester (IQT) Part II[J/OL]. SAE Technical Papers, 1997, 961182. https:
//www.sae.org/content/971636/. DOI: https://doi.org/10.4271/
971636.
Li R, Wang Z, Ni P, et al.
Effects of cetane number improvers on the performance of diesel engine fuelled with methanol/biodiesel blend[J/OL]. Fuel, 2014,
128: 180-187.
https://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/
pii/S001623611400252X.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.fuel.2014.03.011.
Ickes A M, Bohac S V, Assanis D N. Effect of 2-Ethylhexyl
Nitrate Cetane Improver on NO x Emissions from Premixed
Low-Temperature Diesel Combustion[J/OL]. Energy and Fuels,
2009, 23(10): 4943-4948. https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/
ef900408e. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1021/ef900408e.
Heyne J S, Boehman A L, Kirby S. Autoignition Studies of
trans - and cis -Decalin in an Ignition Quality Tester (IQT) and
the Development of a High Thermal Stability Unifuel/Single
Battlefield Fuel[J/OL]. Energy and Fuels, 2009, 23(12): 58795885. https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/ef900715m. DOI: https:
//doi.org/10.1021/ef900715m.
Drews A. Standard Test Method for Calculated Cetane Index by Four Variable Equation[M/OL]. 100 Barr Harbor
Drive, PO Box C700, West Consho hocken, PA 19428-2959:
ASTM International, 2008: 720-720-3. http://www.astm.org/
doiLink.cgi?MNL10944M. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1520/
MNL10944M.
Drews A. Standard Test Methods for Calculated Cetane
Index of Distillate Fuels[M/OL]. 100 Barr Harbor Drive,
PO Box C700, West Consho hocken, PA 19428-2959:
ASTM International, 2008: 190-190-3. http://www.astm.org/
doiLink.cgi?MNL10856M. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1520/
MNL10856M.
Stratiev D, Shishkova I, Nedelchev A, et al.
Investigation of Relationships between Petroleum Properties and
Their Impact on Crude Oil Compatibility[J/OL]. Energy
and Fuels, 2015, 29(12): 7836-7854. https://pubs.acs.org/
doi/10.1021/acs.energyfuels.5b01822. DOI: https://doi.org/
10.1021/acs.energyfuels.5b01822.
Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Limited. Indian Standard for Petroleum Products Specification for Year 2019[J]. Oil
and Natural Gas Corporation, 2019: 1-15.

Page 48

