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Abstract
This study attempts to investigate English teachers' perception towards using ICTs in English
language teaching in Secondary Schools of Bhojpur Municipality. The Census method was
adopted to obtain the objectives. Likert-scale survey questionnaires and non-participation
observations were adopted as the technique and tools of data collection to answer the research
guestions. The result of the study exhibits that the integration of ICTS in teaching English
enhances the learning of the English language. The idea of using ICTs such as YouTube
video improves the listening and speaking skills of the English language of both teachers and
students. In addition, the majority of English language teachers have a positive attitude
towards the use of ICTS in English language teaching. Most of the teachers had positive
perceptions towards the use of ICTs in helping students to master their grammatical
competence.
Keywords:Perceptions, ICTs, ELT, Census Method
Introduction

Information and communication technology (ICTs) has been a lifestyle of human
beings in this 2%kcentury world. It has concerned human beings from their local context to
the global context. We can recognize ICTs as catalysts for transformation which are playing
the roles of change in teaching methods and approaches (Ratheeswari, 2018). The use of
ICTs is influencing both schools and English language teaching.

The power of ICTs has caused a paradigm shift in education; and effective education
without the use of ICTs is impossible to imagine (Larson, 2017). The traditional method
(banking approach) of teaching the English language is gradually being replaced by the use
of ICTs. Teaching pedagogy is shifting from traditional to modern ways due to the use of
ICTs. ICTS help teachers to present their teaching attractively and make the learners able to
learn more fruitfully (Larson, 2017). Therefore, ICTs need to be effectively integrated into
formal teaching and learning, especially in English language teaching (ELT).

ICTs provide authentic language learning resources and contexts, create cooperative
and collaborative environments, and they provide opportunities for effective teaching and
learning (Kumar & Tammelin, 2008). ICTs can transform the learning context; they can
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provide multiple opportunities in the field of edion such as ICTs increase access to
information and learning resources, they enhandabmrative learning, and they support
self-directed lifelong learning (Jimoyiannis, 2012)

The use of ICTs gives a chance to teachers asawsliudents to increase the quality
of education and meet the requirements set by ¢leeat knowledge society. ICTs have
become essential tools for educational change efiodn (Ammanni & Aparanjani, 2016).

Many teachers and educators such as Liu (20129, (2@14), ACTFL (2013), and
Acevedo (2016) in their research studies have coled that English language teaching and
learning is effective and more successful with hiegration of ICTs (Poudel, 2018).
According to Davis (2007), the incorporation of tleehnologies into English classrooms
can help achieve: (i) cognitive gain by providingual images, (ii) motivational gain by
providing fun, and (iii) interactional gain by piding convenience sharing. ICTSs provide
opportunities for exploring the communicative pow€&English learners, engaging them in
exploring literary texts and several other intexactctivities in exciting ways (Richards,
2007).

The use of ICTs also helps for facilitating theirglish language learning (Li, Hu, &
Zou, 2012, as cited in Poudel, 2018). The use @&lflays various roles in the learning and
teaching processes of the English language. Woaly €006) point out that ICTs can help
teachers enhance their pedagogical practice iffielee of ELT and equip them with the
knowledge and skills to use different computer tetbgies to access, analyse, interpret,
process and disseminate information to learnertevidaching the English language.

Based on my own observation, more ELT teachershaue access to ICTs tools for
gaining knowledge and information. However, in tase of community schools of the
Bhojpur district, only a few ELT teachers of théngals have been adopting ICTs tools in
ELT. Many ELT teachers are not optimally using 1G®sels in the ELT process. They are
still not willing to integrate ICTs tools in ELTMany of them have been found still to prefer
the traditional method of teaching (e.g. chalk #aldl with textbooks) despite being quite
familiar with the internet, and social media (efpacebook. messenger). The teaching
pedagogy of the English language is not shiftingrfithe traditional way to the modern way
because of the unwillingness of ELT teachers in gblools of Bhojpur municipality.
Therefore, it is required to know English teachpestceptions, of whether the use of ICTS
plays a positive role or negative in ELT. Accordinghis paper aims at investigating ELT
teachers' perception towards using ICTs in ELTommunity secondary schools of Bhojpur
municipality of Bhojpur district.

The use of ICTs adds knowledge and skills to Ehdiésachers about methods for
teaching the English language. It widens the sab@anglish language teaching. It provides
guality teaching materials for teaching and leagriimglish. In this rationale, this study was
conducted to answer the following research question
What are the ELT teachers' perceptions of the U#€Ts in their ELT classrooms?
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Literature Review

Most of these research studies are concernedhdtbontext of countries other than
Nepal, mostly in developed countries; and the swdhased on the educational context in
Nepal are quite a few. The few studies carriedioiuhe Nepalese context (such as Newa
2007; Thapaliya, 2014) so far are concerned with ¢dbncepts such as perception and
motivation towards ICTs, and their availability;ofRlel, 2018). Similarly, (Poudel, 2018)
carried out research dheuse of information and communication technologre&inglish
language teaching and learning which adopted mxetthods.

Thapaliya (2014) carried out a study on title oe&€hers' Perception and Practices
of Information and Communication Technologies (IETs Teaching English in Public
Schools of Nepal". The researcher aimed to disctiverperception of English teachers
towards using ICTs in ELT. The study found that teachers had a positive perception
towards the use of ICTs.

Poudel (2018) investigated research entitled "girattng ICTs in English Language
Teaching: Teacher's Perception, Strategies ande@igals. The main goal of the study was
to shed light on how Nepalese ESL teachers of satabols have integrated ICTs into their
classes and what their perception of them usingsli@Tthe classroom is. It was found that
English teachers were highly interested in usingsi@h ELT classrooms.

Newa (2007) carried out a research study witlpeetsto the Nepalese school
education teaching-learning context. The objectofdss study were to compare secondary
school teachers of community and institutional &mdatudy their interaction effect with
respect to the variables like teacher effectivengsis satisfaction, media utilization,
perceptions towards media, and perceptions towl&ds. It was a quantitative study. The
teachers in the schools were positive about treeaDICTs in quality learning.

Research Methodology

This study is quantitative research. The main piecf quantitative research design
is that it examines or studies the relationshipsvéen or among the variables using
numerical facts (Creswell, 2014) as cited in (P62048). The study adopted a census
method to choose the respondents from secondanglsabf Bhojpur municipality. A census
method is the process of a statistical list whdrmambers or every unit of a population are
analysed. Fourteen English language teachers whgrated ICTS in ELT were selected
using a census method from community secondaryotshaf Bhojpur municipality of
Bhojpur district.

In this research, both primary and secondary ssuwtedata were used to collect the
information The primary sources of data for this study weresdary-level English teachers
of secondary schools owned by the government oNépart from the English teachers,
the headmaster, students and members of the sofam@Egement committee of the school
also were involved as the primary source of datdfef@nt books, journals, articles,
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newspapers, websites, e-journal blogs, and refesemere reviewed to collect secondary
sources of information.

The respondents of this study were English teachwis had been teaching the
English language using ICTS. The informants wevemyiLikert-types of questionnaires and
they were asked to choose the best options in thegswers. After preparing the
questionnaires, the researcher visited the schamodsmet the informants selected by the
census method and built rapport with the resporsddifite researcher explained the purpose
of the research and data elicited from the intevwies recorded on an audio-visual device

Data collected from the study were analysed aretpn¢ted by using SPSS 25 under
the different headings and subheadings to makategretation more vivid and stigmatic.
The various facts and variables of the data wezegnted in tables, charts and diagrams with
explanations. The analysis and interpretation & tlata were made under different
categories.

Findings of the Study

Major findings of the study have been first disassand these findings have been
categorized into themes and then these themesafsmybeen discussed under the discussion
part.

Finding 1: Most English teachers use ICTs for Engsh language teaching in the
classroom

During the data collection process, English teexthvere asked if they had been using
the ICTs tool to teach the English language inrtiekassroom. Their answers have been
presented in the figure below:

Figure 1

Use of ICT tools for ELT in class

Use of any ICT tools in ELT class

35.71%
Non-user

64.29%
User
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Figure 1 demonstrates ICT users and non-users indidssrooms by EL teachers.
64 % of ELT teachers replied that they had beeagmating ICTs tools in their ELT
classroom whereas almost 36 % of them answeredhimatdid not use ICTs while teaching
the English language. They had been traditionalighing the English language.
Finding 2: Time duration of using ICTs tools by ELT teachers in their ELT classroom
English teachers were asked how long they had bsieg ICTs tools for the purpose
of English language teaching in their classroom.
Figure 2
Duration of using ICTs in the classroom by ELT tesas

Duration of using ICTs in the classroom

50.00% 42.86%

40.00%

28.57%

30.00%
21.43%

20.00%

10.00%

0.00% e

<1 year 1-2 years 3-4 years > years

Figure 2 demonstrates the duration of using ICThénclassroom by ELT teachers.
Almost 43% of them replied that they had been ukdi¥gtools for less than a year. Likewise,
29% of them said that they had been using ICT tfwslsne-two years, 7% of them told that
they had been using ICT tools for three-four yead 21% of them had been using ICT tools
for more than five years. Their answers made iarcthat most of the ELT teachers in
secondary community schools of Bhojpur municipdh#g been using ICTs for a short.
Findings 3: Teachers' Perception Towards the Use dfiformation and Communication
Technology (ICTS) in English language teaching (ELY

To investigate ELT English teachers' perceptionsusihg ICTs in ELT, twelve
Likert-type of questionnaires were developed amdpérticipants were asked to choose the
five alternatives. The participants used a fivenpdiikert —type scale (i.e. 1= completely
agree, 2=agree, 3=neutral, 4= disagree, 5= conhplelisagree) to rate their level of
agreement about perception on 12 statements whglhéen shown below in the table:
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Table 1
ELT teachers' perception in the use of ICT toolELT
Strongly Agree  Neutral Disagree Strongly
Statements Agree Disagree
| feel easy to use ICTs as an instructional toa
my teaching 21.4% 64.3% - 14.3% -
The idea of using YouTube videos improves
listening and speaking skills of the Engli

language of both teachers and students 35.71% 64.29% - -- -
Teaching with the use of ICTs is more use

than the traditional way of teaching 64.3% 35.7% - - -

The use of ICTs is not conducive to teach

teaching because it is not easy to use - 429% 21.4% 14.3% 21.4%
The ICTs will change the way | teach and 1

way the students learn in the classroom 42.9% 50% 7.1% -

The use of ICTs in English teaching and learn

scares me - 143% 14.3% 50% 21.4%

The use of ICTs will help the teachers to te:
four language skills more effectivel

simultaneously 57.1% 42.9%

| use ICTs tools in the classroom because | -
interested in it 42.9% 429% 7.1% 7.1%

The use of ICTs creates a better atmospher

the classroom 64.3% 28.6% 7.1%
The use of ICTs helps students improve tt

reading and writing skills. 21.4% 64.3% 7.1% 7.1%

The use of ICTs helps students to master tl

grammar competence. 21.4% 50.0% 21.4% 7.1%

The use of ICTs enables the students to acc

vocabulary better 21.4% 64.3% 7.1% 7.1%
Total in Average 32.73%  47.04% 7.12% 8.32% 4.75%

The table above displays that ELT teachers believbe use of ICT tools in ELT
classrooms. 32.73 % and 47.04% of ELT teachersgyagreed and agreed respectively
that the use of ICTs impacts on teaching and lagrmf the English language in the
classroom.

Finding 3, A: ELT teachers feel easy to use ICTs asstrumental tools in their teaching

ELT teachers were requested to express their fgelmthe above statement. Their
answers have been presented in the figure below:
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Figure 3
Feelings of ELT teachers in using ICTs as instruneois

| feel easy to use ICT as an instructional tool imy teaching

70.00% 64.28%
60.00% nhh
50.00%
40.00% :
30.00% !

21.43%
20.00% 14.29%

0
10.00% 0.00% % 0.00%
0.00%

Completely Disagree Neutral Agree Completely Agree
Disagree

The participants used a five-point Likert-type sq@D=0%, D=14.29%, N= 0%, A=
64.28% and CA= 21.43%) to indicate their perceptibthe statements of "l feel easy to use
ICTs as instrumental tools in my teachin@He result showed that more than 64% of English
language teachers felt it was easy to use ICTs iadheir ELT activities.

Finding 3, B: The idea of using YouTube videos immves listening and speaking skills
in the English language of both teachers and studén

ELT teachers were requested to express their poospin the above statement.
Their answers have been presented in the figuobel
Figure 4
The idea of using YouTube videos improves thaigieand speaking skills of both teachers
and students

Perception of teachers on the statement "Using Ydwbe videos improves
listening and speaking skills of both teachers anstudents.”

70.00% 64.29%
60.00%
50.00%
40.00% 35.71%
30.00% e
20.00%
10.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

0.00%

Completely Disagree Neutral Agree Completely
Disagree Agree
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The participants used a five-point Likert-type sceCD=0%, D=0%, N= 0%, A=
64.29% and CA= 35.71%) to indicate their perceptibthe statements of 'The idea of using
YouTube videos improves listening and speakinglskif the English language of both
teachers ansgtudents'.The result showed that more than 64 % and 36 Eaglish language
teachers agreed and completely agreed respectinelyis statement. This makes clear that
YouTube improves the listening and speaking skillhe English language of both teachers
and students.

Finding 3, C: Teaching with the use of ICTS is more useful than #htraditional way of
teaching.

ELT teachers were requested to express their p@vospn the above statement. The
data showed that 64% of English teachers compleigiged and 36% of them agreed with
the statement that using ICTs is more useful thenttaditional way of teaching. The
majority of English teachers believe that teachivggEnglish language can be more effective
and useful than the traditional approach (bankimgr@ach).

Finding 3, D: The ICTS will change the way ELT teabers teach and the way the
students learn in the classroom

Figure 5

Perception of teachers on the statement "ICTschiinge the way ELT teachers teach and
the way the students learn in the classroom."

"ICTs will change thewway ELT teachers teach amdviay the students
learn iinithe classroom.”

60.00%
50.00%
40.00%
30.00%
20.00%
10.00%
0.00%

50.00%

42.86%

7.14%

0.00% 0.00%

Completely Disagree Neutral Completely
Disagree Agree

Figure 5 displays 50% of English language teacagrsed and 43% of them strongly
agreed with the view that the use of ICTs brougiet way they taught and the way the
students learnt in the classroom. The figure atsealed 7.14% of them remained neutral
with this statement. This fact makes it clear iGats may bring changes to the techniques
of teaching English in the classroom.
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Finding 3, F: The use of ICTs in English teaching rad learning scares ELT teachers
Figure 6
Perception of teachers on the statement " Use ©§ i@ classroom scares ELT teachers."”

" Use of ICTs in classroom scares ELT teachers."

60.00% 50.00%
40.00% T
20.00% 14.29% 14.28%
N 0.00%
0.00%
Completely Disagree Neutral Agree Completely
Disagree Agree

Figure 6 reveals ICTs did not scare English languagchers in the teaching of the
English language. Figure 7 reveals 50% of the tactisagreed and 21% of them strongly
disagreed with this view. However, 14% of them rgmad neutral and 14.29% of others
showed their agreement. This fact shows that Bmdgisguage teachers are afraid of using
ICTs as teaching tools. They did not feel fearsihg ICTS in the classroom.

Finding 3, G: The use of ICTs will help ELT teaches to teach four language skills more
effectively simultaneously

The majority of English language teachers beligbad ICTs help English language
teachers to teach four language skills more effelstisimultaneously. The study revealed
that 43% of the teachers agreed and 57% of themgly agreed with this statement. They
considered that the use of ICTs supports and fatglithem to improve the listening,
speaking, reading and writing skills of the studeattthe same time.

Finding 3, H: ELT teachers use ICT tools in the clasroom because they are interested
in it

Almost all English language teachers were intetegteusing ICT tools in their
classrooms so they used ICT tools in their clabg Jtudy found that 43% of respondents
agreed and strongly agreed with this statemergentively. However, 7% of them remained
neutral and the same per cent of others disagréadhis fact. This data makes clear that
the teachers are interested in using ICTs to tdexknglish language.

Finding 3 I: The use of ICTs creates a better atmgahere in the classroom

The study showed that 64% of English language &rachelieved " ICTs create a
better environment in the classroom.” Similarly92®f others also supported this fact
because they agreed with this view. But 7 % of tlaghnot support this idea because they
disagreed completely with this view. In this walye tuse of ICTs plays a positive role in
creating a better classroom environment. It mayentak classroom attractive, enjoyable,
and interactive.
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Finding 3, J: The use of ICTs helps the students iptove their reading and writing
skills.

Most English language teachers believed that IG3pdu the students to improve
their reading and writing skills. The study rewsshthat 64% of them agreed and 21% of
them strongly agreed with the fact that ICTs helpednprove their reading and writing
skills. However, 7% of them stood in favour of thel-point and 7% of them showed their
disagreement.

Finding 3, K: The use of ICTS helps the students tmaster their grammar competence
Figure 7

Perception of teachers on the statement "Use 0§ IiZTps the students to master their
grammar competence."

"Use of ICTshelps the students to-master theimgrar competence.”

60.65% 50.00%
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20.00% o B R I N BN
ROy N

7.14% Oy B

0.00% ROy R PR

0.00% [IIIIDIDIDID] g PRRPRI PPl I NS

m Completely/Disagree mDisagree BNeutral DAgree - Completely /Agree

Most of the English language teachers had posgereeptions towards the use of
ICTs. They believe that ICTs help students to miabir grammatical competence. Figure
7 demonstrates 50% and 21% of them agreed andybtragreed with this statement ICTs
helped them to master grammatical competence.2 Bit of them remained neutral and 7%
of them just disagreed with it.
Finding 3, L: The use of ICTS enables the students acquire vocabulary better

Most English language teachers considered ICTs nable them to acquire
vocabulary better. The study found that 64% of tlegreed with the view that ICTs made
the students able to learn vocabulary and alsaystt®1% of others strongly agreed with
this fact. However, 7.14% remained neutral ands#me per cent of them strongly disagreed
with this fact.
Discussion

Based on the findings yielded from the data, thestisn delineates possible
interpretations and a discussion of the resultg. fifidings showed that almost all English
language teachers agreed that the integration ™ IGakes English language teaching and
learning more effective and natural. However, alhem were not interested in using ICTs
in ELT. For instance, 64% of English teachers hasen found of using ICTs for English
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language teaching. But 36% of them did not show theerest in using ICTs for teaching
the English language in the class.

The result also showed that almost all of them edyrlCTs improve students'
listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills.this regard, Sosas, R.V. (2021) explored
that ICTs improves speaking skill. Moreover, IChstéaching speaking increases fluency
and accuracy. They also agreed that the use of #3bshelps the student master vocabulary
and grammar. For example, it was identified thiatcst 65% of English teachers agreed with
the statement that they felt easy to use ICT taslgstructional tools in their classroom. The
majority of English teachers believe that the us¥auTube videos improves students' and
teachers' listening and speaking skills. For examgdmost, 64% of the respondents were in
favour of using YouTube videos. Most English teasle®nsidered that using ICTs is more
useful than the traditional approach. The viewhd participants suggested that 64% of
English teachers strongly agreed with the viewds identified that the use of ICTs was not
conducive to 43% of English teachers teaching Ehgls it was not easy to integrate ICTs
in ELT. The majority of English teachers believkdttthe use of ICTs changed the way they
taught and the way the students learnt in the rdass. The finding also indicated that 50%
of English teachers disagreed and 21% stronglygdtsal with the view that the use of ICTs
did not scare them. The next result showed that 8B%te teachers agreed and 57% strongly
agreed with this statement that the use of ICTpdteEnglish teachers teach four language
skills together. Another finding displayed that abh64% of the participants strongly agreed
and 36% of them agreed with the view that the d4€6s makes the concept clearer. The
result also indicated that 50% and 36% of Englésttihers agreed and strongly agreed that
they should incorporate ICTs in English languageléng. Almost 86% of the teachers were
interested in using ICTs in teaching lessons. Sirtyil 93% of English teachers believe that
the use of ICTs creates a good atmosphere in #ssrdom. It was identified that 85% of
English teachers believed that the use of ICTs avgxl the reading and writing skills of the
students. The finding of the data yielded that tf%he teachers agreed with the view that
the use of ICTs helps student master grammatr. lizjriae result showed that 75 % of the
teachers think that the use of ICTs helps thentquiae vocabulary.

Conclusion

This is an empirical study which has adopted thesae method of the study. The
study aims at investigating the perception of Esigteachers. The conclusion drawn from
the whole process of the study is that English laigg teachers are interested in using ICTs
tools for English language teaching. The main fugdiof the study revealed that ICTs need
to be used for teaching the English language beddugsuse of ICTs is more useful than the
traditional way of teaching English. ELT teachesg UCT tools in the classroom because
they are interested in it. The use of ICTs creatbstter atmosphere in the classroom. The
use of ICTs helps students improve their readird)\anting skills. The use of ICTs helps
students improve their reading and writing skills.
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