
The Shivapuri 2024 

Strength Wisdom Courage 

  

    

22 

Strategic Orientation on National Security: Nepal's Path to Prosperity 

and Sustainability 

- Lt Col Ishwor Budhathoki 

Abstract 

This article provides a distinct examination of Nepal's strategic orientation on 

national security, intricately dissecting the dynamic interplay between security 

imperatives, economic prosperity, and sustainability. It will discuss the economic 

foundations, scrutinize trade policies, investment strategies, and economic development 

plans, and unravel their role in fostering fiscal resilience and shaping the nation's 

capacity to navigate external challenges. The environmental factor emerges as a strategic 

imperative, recognizing the inseparable link between a secure environment and long-

term national well-being. The socio-economic dynamics explored in-depth will reveal 

policies contributing to citizens' well-being and recognizing the population as a strategic 

asset. The integration of technological innovations is identified as a dynamic force 

shaping Nepal's national security approach and positioning the nation within the global 

economic setting. The role of public awareness and informed citizenship is also 

highlighted in shaping the nation's path. This article unfolds as a comprehensive 

description that unstitches the layers of complexity defining Nepal's unique path toward 

a secure, prosperous, and sustainable future. 
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Introduction 

Nepal, a land of diverse landscapes and rich cultural embroidery, embarks on a 

nuanced journey—one that extends beyond the conventional realms of national security 
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(Cohen, 2019). This article seeks to unravel the symbiotic relationship between 

safeguarding the nation and cultivating a future defined by prosperity and sustainability. 

The primary goal of ensuring national security now intertwines seamlessly with the 

pursuit of prosperity and sustainability (Pant, 2021). This article will discuss the 

evolving strategic orientation of Nepal into a holistic framework—one that not only 

shields its citizens from external threats but propels the nation towards economic 

prosperity and sustainable development. This involves a meticulous examination of 

trade policies, investment strategies, and economic development plans designed not only 

to fortify the nation's fiscal foundations but also to ensure the resilience essential to 

navigate the complexities of a rapidly changing global landscape (Ministry of Defence, 

Nepal, 2022). The integration of economic growth into the fabric of national security 

practices is a central theme in Nepal's pursuit of a secure and prosperous future. 

Nepal's commitment to sustainability is an essential element of its national 

security strategy. It recognizes that the preservation of its natural resources and the 

mitigation of environmental challenges are pivotal to long-term security (Dixit, 2017). 

Furthermore, it is important to investigate how Nepal incorporates sustainable practices 

within its security framework, reflecting an understanding that the nation's prosperity is 

intricately tied to the health and sustainability of its environment. Nepal's strategic 

orientation acknowledges the importance of international relations and global 

partnerships (Gautam, 2020). The diplomatic efforts, alliances, and collaborations that 

contribute to both national security and the broader goal of fostering prosperity and 

sustainability have been comprehensively discussed in this article. As we embark on this 

exploration of Nepal's strategic orientation on national security, it becomes evident that 

the storyline extends far beyond traditional defense paradigms. This article seeks to 

disclose the layers of complexity defining Nepal's unique chronicle—where security is 

not merely a shield but a substance propelling the nation towards prosperity and 

sustainability. 
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Aim 

The article aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of Nepal's strategic 

orientation on the national security approach and its path to prosperity and sustainability. 

Scope 

This article meticulously explores Nepal's strategic orientation on national 

security, dissecting the interconnected realms of economic foundations, environmental 

factors, socio-economic dynamics, technological innovation, and the navigation of 

challenges and ways forward for Nepal. The analytical and comprehensive discussions 

on trade policies, fiscal resilience, sustainability, and geopolitical intricacies in this 

article will unstitch the multifaceted layers of Nepal's pursuit of a secure, prosperous, 

and sustainable future. The scope extends to examine the pivotal role of public 

awareness and informed citizenship, contributing to the nuanced chronicle that defines 

Nepal's strategic choices within the global landscape. 

Economic Foundations of National Security in Nepal 

Nepal's economic foundation plays a pivotal role in shaping its national security 

approach, intertwining fiscal resilience with strategic imperatives. The nation's trade 

policies and economic stability are integral components, acting as cornerstones that 

fortify its ability to address external challenges (Ministry of Defence, Nepal, 2022). 

Nepal's investment strategies and economic development plans not only contribute to 

financial stability but also strengthen the nation's overall security posture. These 

economic foundations are crucial as they allow Nepal to harness resources effectively, 

navigate global economic complexities, and respond adeptly to emerging security 

threats. As economic resilience becomes inseparable from national security, Nepal's 

strategic orientation underscores the need to strike a delicate balance, acknowledging 

that robust economic foundations are fundamental to the country's ability to safeguard 
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its sovereignty and promote long-term stability in the face of evolving geopolitical 

settings. 

Socioeconomic Dynamics and Well-being of the People in Nepal 

Nepal's strategic orientation extends beyond traditional security paradigms, 

exploring the complex dynamics of socioeconomic considerations and their profound 

impact on the well-being of its citizens. The nation's commitment to integrating social 

development policies into its strategic approach reflects a comprehensive understanding 

of the interconnectedness of security, prosperity, and sustainability in Nepal. Nepal's 

economic foundation is a crucial pillar of its national security approach (Ministry of 

Defence, Nepal, 2022). This foundation not only encompasses trade policies and 

economic stability but also extends to investment strategies designed to reinforce 

financial resilience. The socioeconomic dynamics within the country are multifaceted, 

contributing to the resilience and stability of the nation. Nepal's socioeconomic policies 

prioritize the welfare of its citizens, recognizing that a secure and prosperous future is 

contingent upon the well-being of the population. The socioeconomic dynamics and 

well-being of the populace bridge the economic foundations, establishing a continuum 

that underscores the symbiotic relationship between economic resilience, social 

development, and the overarching goal of ensuring Nepal's security and stability. 

Environmental Factors and National Security in Nepal 

The environmental factor emerges as a crucial determinant intertwined with the 

nation's national security imperatives in Nepal. As emphasized by Dixit (2017), Nepal's 

commitment to environmental factors surpasses ecological concerns, becoming an 

integral component of its broader security approach. Nepal faces distinctive 

environmental challenges, ranging from the impacts of climate change to the imperative 

of judicious natural resource management. The recognition of the intricate interplay 

between a secure environment and the long-term well-being of the nation underscores 
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the holistic nature of Nepal's strategic orientation. The sustainability practices are 

seamlessly laced into the fabric of the security framework, portraying a comprehensive 

approach that acknowledges the pivotal role of environmental health in ensuring the 

resilience and stability of the nation (Dixit, 2017). This analytical exploration further 

highlights the multifaceted layers of Nepal's strategic orientation. It underscores that 

environmental considerations are not isolated concerns but integral elements that shape 

the nation's path to prosperity and sustainability, forging a symbiotic relationship 

between the natural environment and the security apparatus. 

Technological Innovation and National Security in Nepal 

Technological innovation stands as a dynamic force shaping the nation's 

approach to national security in Nepal. The integration of technological advancements 

into the fabric of the national security framework reflects a forward-looking posture 

(Bajracharya, 2018). The role of technology is not only in fortifying national security 

but also in positioning Nepal within the global economic setting. The nation's embrace 

of technological innovation is evident in policies and initiatives that harness digital 

advancements, enhancing capabilities in intelligence, surveillance, and response 

mechanisms. The technological innovation in the context of national security 

underscores that, in a rapidly changing world, Nepal's strategic orientation extends 

beyond traditional paradigms. It emphasizes that technological competency is not just a 

means to bolster defense capabilities but a strategic tool that contributes to the nation's 

broader goals of prosperity and sustainability. 

Challenges for a Secure and Prosperous Future 

The complicated web of challenges is an inherent facet of Nepal's strategic 

orientation as it aspires to forge a secure and prosperous future. The nation copes with 

numerous complexities, ranging from internal socio-economic disparities to external 

geopolitical pressures, all of which necessitate a delicate equilibrium between fostering 



The Shivapuri 2024 

Strength Wisdom Courage 

  

    

27 

economic growth and ensuring robust security measures. Nepal's response to those 

challenges involves a distinct understanding of the dynamic security landscape as 

illuminated in Bajracharya's study (2018). The policymakers employ strategic initiatives 

that reconcile potential trade-offs, acknowledging that the pursuit of economic growth 

and security can be interconnected yet at times divergent. The path to prosperity and 

sustainability is inherently linked to the nation's adeptness in navigating these 

challenges. As Nepal handles the complexities of its security environment, the strategic 

approach undertaken becomes a critical determinant in shaping the nation's trajectory, 

ensuring resilience in the face of evolving threats, and laying the foundation for a secure, 

prosperous, and sustainable future. 

International Collaboration and Diplomacy 

International collaboration and diplomacy constitute essential pillars in Nepal's 

strategic orientation to national security, providing the nation with tools to navigate a 

complex global setting. Nepal's engagement in international relations and alliances is 

integral to its approach toward both national security and economic prosperity (Pant, 

2021). The geopolitical dynamics of South Asia and beyond necessitate a nuanced 

diplomatic strategy that positions Nepal strategically within regional and global 

contexts. Nepal's partnerships and collaborations on the international stage not only 

bolster its defense capabilities but also foster economic ties, contributing to the nation's 

overall prosperity (Pant, 2021). In an interconnected world, the nation's security and 

economic trajectory are intrinsically linked to its diplomatic endeavors and global 

partnerships. 

Public Awareness and Informed Citizenship 

Public awareness and informed citizenship constitute foundational pillars within 

Nepal's strategic orientation, extending far beyond conventional security paradigms. The 

engagement of citizens in the nation's security and developmental endeavors is essential 
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to the greater context. The critical role of public perception and informed citizenship, 

emphasizes that an engaged and well-informed population is not only essential for 

democratic governance but also a strategic asset for national security (Gautam, 2020). 

This analytical exploration illuminates the symbiotic relationship between an informed 

population and the nation's ability to navigate challenges, fostering resilience and 

contributing to the overall success of Nepal's strategic orientation on national security. 

Challenges and Way Forward 

Nepal's pursuit of a secure, prosperous, and sustainable future is not devoid of 

challenges. The geopolitical tensions, internal conflicts, and economic disparities pose 

significant hurdles to the nation's strategic orientation (Bajracharya, 2018). The delicate 

balance between fostering economic growth and implementing robust security measures 

requires careful navigation to avoid potential trade-offs and complexities (Bajracharya, 

2018). The environmental vulnerabilities further compound these challenges, 

necessitating a nuanced approach to address the impact of climate change and ensure the 

sustainable use of natural resources (Dixit, 2017). 

However, recognizing these challenges provides an opportunity to outline a 

pragmatic way forward for Nepal. The diplomatic initiatives, both regionally and 

globally, can contribute to defusing geopolitical tensions, fostering collaboration, and 

ensuring regional stability (Pant, 2021). Internally, addressing economic disparities 

requires targeted policies that promote inclusive growth and equitable distribution of 

resources. Embracing technological innovations, as discussed in Bajracharya's study 

(2018), can enhance the nation's capacity for intelligence, surveillance, and response 

mechanisms, bolstering both security and economic development. Moreover, public 

awareness campaigns and community engagement initiatives can play a crucial role in 

building a resilient and informed citizenry, fostering a sense of ownership and shared 

responsibility for the nation's trajectory (Gautam, 2020). 
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In navigating these challenges, Nepal has the potential to chart a robust way 

forward that integrates security imperatives with sustainable development. By 

leveraging diplomatic channels, embracing technology, addressing economic disparities, 

and fostering public awareness, the nation can navigate the complexities and foster a 

path toward a secure, prosperous, and sustainable future. 

Conclusions 

In conclusion, the intricate exploration of Nepal's strategic orientation on 

national security unravels a multifaceted chronicle where security, prosperity, and 

sustainability converge in an elusive contour. The economic foundations reveal not only 

trade policies and fiscal resilience but also the symbiotic relationship between economic 

growth and national security (Ministry of Defence, Nepal, 2022). The environmental 

factor emerges as a strategic imperative, acknowledging the inseparable link between a 

secure environment and the nation's long-term well-being (Dixit, 2017). The socio-

economic dynamics become integral, reflecting policies that contribute to the overall 

well-being of citizens (Gautam, 2020) in Nepal. Furthermore, technological innovation 

is identified as a dynamic force shaping the nation's approach to national security 

(Bajracharya, 2018). Lastly, public awareness and informed citizenship emerge as 

foundational pillars, emphasizing the role of an engaged populace in shaping the nation's 

path to prosperity and sustainability (Gautam, 2020). Hence, Nepal's strategic 

orientation is not confined to traditional security paradigms but summarizes a holistic 

framework, where each element interplays to carve a path toward a secure, prosperous, 

and sustainable future in Nepal. As we navigate the layers of complexity defining 

Nepal's unique account, it becomes evident that security is not merely a shield but a 

catalyst propelling the nation towards prosperity and sustainability. 
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